	Ada
	• noun [mass noun] a high-level computer programming language used chiefly in real-time computerized control systems, e.g. for aircraft navigation. — origin 1980s: named after Ada Lovelace.

	adit
	• noun a horizontal passage leading into a mine for the purposes of access or drainage. — origin early 17th cent.: from Latin aditus ‘approach, entrance’, from adit- ‘approached’, from the verb adire, from ad- ‘towards’ + ire ‘go’.

	ambo
	• noun ( pl. ambos or ambones) (in an early Christian church) an oblong pulpit with steps at each end. — origin mid 17th cent.: via medieval Latin from Greek ambon ‘rim’ (in medieval Greek ‘pulpit’).

	amicus
	• noun ( pl. amici , amici curiae) an impartial adviser to a court of law in a particular case. — origin early 17th cent.: modern Latin, literally ‘friend’, (in full) ‘friend of the court’. 

	Amidah
	• noun Judaism a prayer consisting of a varying number of blessings recited while the worshippers stand. — origin late 19th cent.: Hebrew, literally ‘standing’.

	anthemion
	• noun ( pl. anthemia) an ornamental design of alternating motifs resembling clusters of narrow leaves or honeysuckle petals. — origin mid 19th cent.: from Greek, literally ‘flower’.

	apsara
	• noun ( pl. apsaras or apsarases) (in Hindu mythology) a celestial nymph, typically the wife of a heavenly musician. — origin from Hindi apsara, from Sanskrit apsaras.

	asiago
	• noun [mass noun] a strong-flavoured cow's milk cheese made in northern Italy. — origin named after Asiago, the plateau and town in northern Italy where the cheese was first made.

	attacca
	• verb [in imperative ] a musical instruction used to indicate that the next section should follow without a pause. — origin Italian, literally ‘attack’.

	attrit
	• verb ( attrits, attriting, attrited) [with obj.] US informal wear down (an opponent or enemy) by sustained action: his defense was designed to attrit us. — origin 1950s: back-formation from attrition.

	balafon
	• noun a large xylophone with hollow gourds as resonators, used in West African music. — origin via French from Manding bala ‘xylophone’ + fo ‘to play’.

	barathea
	• noun [mass noun] a fine woollen cloth, sometimes mixed with silk or cotton, used chiefly for coats and suits. — origin mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.

	battels
	• plural noun (at Oxford University) a college account for food and accommodation expenses. — origin late 16th cent.: perhaps from dialect battle ‘nourish’, from the earlier adjective battle ‘nutritious’; probably related to batten.

	belemnite
	• noun an extinct cephalopod mollusc with a bullet-shaped internal shell that is typically found as a fossil in marine deposits of the Jurassic and Cretaceous periods. Order Belemnoidea, class Cephalopoda: many genera. — origin early 17th cent.: from modern Latin belemnites, based on Greek belemnon ‘dart’.

	benthos
	• noun [mass noun] Ecology the flora and fauna found on the bottom, or in the bottom sediments, of a sea or lake. — derivatives benthic adjective. — origin late 19th cent.: from Greek, ‘depth of the sea’. 

	Biedermeier
	• adjective denoting or relating to a style of furniture and interior decoration current in Germany in the period 1815–48, characterized by restraint, conventionality, and utilitarianism. — origin from the name of Gottlieb Biedermaier, a fictitious German provincial schoolmaster and poet created by L. Eichrodt (1854).

	bocage
	• noun [ mass noun ] 

1. (in France) pastureland divided into small hedged fields interspersed with groves of trees. 

2. the modelling of leaves, flowers, and plants in clay, especially for porcelain figurines. 

— origin late 16th cent.: from French, from Old French boscage (see boscage).

	bondieuserie
	• noun ( pl. bondieuseries) a church ornament or devotional object, especially one of little artistic merit. 

• [ mass noun ] such objects collectively. 

— origin 1940s: from French, from bon ‘good’ + Dieu ‘God’.

	Bradshaw
	• noun a timetable of all passenger trains in Britain, issued 1839–1961. — origin named after its first publisher, George Bradshaw (1801–53), printer and engraver.

	brandade
	• noun [mass noun] a Provençal dish consisting of salt cod mixed into a purée with olive oil and milk.— origin French, from modern Provençal brandado, literally ‘something that has been shaken’.

	bund
	• noun (in India and Pakistan) an embankment or causeway. — origin early 19th cent.: via Urdu from Persian.

	Canfield
	• noun [mass noun] chiefly N. Amer. a form of the card game patience or solitaire. — origin early 20th cent.: named after Richard A. Canfield (1855–1914), an American gambler.

	cataphor
	• noun Grammar a word or phrase that refers to or stands for a later word or phrase (e.g. in when they saw Ruth, the men looked slightly abashed, they is used as a cataphor for the men). — origin late 20th cent.: back-formation from cataphora.

	cenacle
	• noun 

1. formal a group of people such as a discussion group or literary clique. 

2. the room in which the Last Supper was held. — origin late Middle English: from Old French cenacle, from Latin cenaculum, from cena ‘dinner’. 

	chalicothere
	• noun a large horse-like fossil mammal of the late Tertiary period, with stout claws on the toes rather than hoofs. Family Chalicotheriidae, order Perissodactyla: several genera. — origin early 20th cent.: from modern Latin Chalicotherium (genus name), from Greek khalix, khalik- ‘gravel’ + therion ‘wild animal’.

	chandelle
	• noun a steep climbing turn executed in an aircraft to gain height while changing the direction of flight. — origin mid 20th cent.: from French, literally ‘candle’.

	charro 
	• noun ( pl. charros) a traditionally dressed Mexican cowboy. — origin Mexican Spanish, from Spanish, literally ‘rustic’.

	Chetnik
	• noun a member of a Slavic nationalist guerrilla force in the Balkans, especially during the Second World War. — origin early 20th cent.: from Serbo-Croat cetnik, from ceta ‘band, troop’.

	chryselephantine
	• adjective (of ancient Greek sculpture) overlaid with gold and ivory. — origin early 19th cent.: from Greek khruselephantinos, from khrusos ‘gold’ + elephas, elephant- ‘elephant’ or ‘ivory’.

	circlip
	• noun Brit. a metal ring sprung into a slot or groove in a bar to hold something in place. — origin early 20th cent.: blend of circle or circular and clip.

	claves
	• plural noun a pair of hardwood sticks used to make a hollow sound when struck together. 

• ( clave) [mass noun] a syncopated rhythm typical of some Latin American music. 

— origin 1920s: from Latin American Spanish, from Spanish clave ‘keystone’, from Latin clavis ‘key’.

	conation
	• noun [mass noun] Philosophy & Psychology the mental faculty of purpose, desire, or will to perform an action; volition. — origin early 17th cent. (denoting an attempt or endeavour): from Latin conatio(n-), from conari ‘to try’.

	conceptus
	• noun ( pl. conceptuses) technical the embryo in the womb, especially during the early stages of pregnancy. — origin mid 18th cent.: from Latin, ‘conception, embryo’, from concept- ‘conceived’, from the verb concipere.

	condylarth
	• noun a fossil herbivorous mammal of the early Tertiary period, ancestral to the ungulates. Order Condylarthra: several families. — origin late 19th cent.: from modern Latin Condylarthra (plural), from Greek kondulos ‘knuckle’ + arthron ‘joint’.

	crostini
	• plural noun small pieces of toasted or fried bread served with a topping as a starter or canapé. — origin Italian, plural of crostino ‘little crust’.

	croustade
	• noun a crisp piece of bread or pastry hollowed to receive a savoury filling. — origin French, from Old French crouste or Italian crostata ‘tart’ (from crosta ‘crust’).

	croze
	• noun a groove at the end of a cask or barrel to receive the edge of the head. 

• a cooper's tool for making croze grooves. — origin early 17th cent.: perhaps from French creux, creuse ‘hollow’.

	diwan
	• noun 

1. (in Islamic societies) a central finance department, chief administrative office, or regional governing body. 

2. historical a chief treasury official, finance minister, or Prime Minister in some Indian states. — origin Urdu, from Persian diwan ‘fiscal register’; compare with divan.

	drumlin
	• noun Geology a low oval mound or small hill, typically one of a group, consisting of compacted boulder clay moulded by past glacial action. — origin mid 19th cent.: probably from drum + -lin from -ling.

	dubbing
	• noun [mass noun] material used for the bodies of artificial fishing flies, especially fur or wool on waxed silk. — origin late 17th cent.: from dub + -ing1.

	duffel
	• noun [mass noun] 

1. a coarse woollen cloth with a thick nap. 

2. N. Amer. sporting or camping equipment. — origin mid 17th cent.: from Duffel, the name of a town in Belgium where the cloth was originally made.

	dumka
	• noun ( pl. dumkas or dumky) a piece of Slavic music, originating as a folk ballad or lament, typically melancholy with contrasting lively sections. — origin late 19th cent.: via Czech and Polish from Ukrainian. 

	duodecimo
	• noun ( pl. duodecimos) a size of book in which each leaf is one twelfth of the size of the printing sheet. 

• a book of this size. — origin mid 17th cent.: from Latin (in) duodecimo ‘in a twelfth’, from duodecimus ‘twelfth’.

	electrum
	• noun [mass noun] a natural or artificial alloy of gold with at least 20 per cent of silver, used for jewellery, especially in ancient times. — origin late Middle English: via Latin from Greek elektron ‘amber, electrum’.

	Emmental
	• noun [mass noun] a kind of hard Swiss cheese with many holes in it, similar to Gruyère. — origin from German Emmentaler, from Emmental, the name of a valley in Switzerland where the cheese was originally made.

	empennage
	• noun Aeronautics an arrangement of stabilizing surfaces at the tail of an aircraft. — origin early 20th cent.: from French, from empenner ‘to feather an arrow’, from em- ‘in’ + penne ‘a feather’ (from Latin penna). 

	enfleurage
	• noun [mass noun] the extraction of essential oils and perfumes from flowers using odourless animal or vegetable fats. — origin mid 19th cent.: French, from enfleurer ‘saturate with the perfume from flowers’.

	enneagram
	• noun a nine-sided figure used in a particular system of analysis to represent the spectrum of possible personality types. — origin from Greek ennea ‘nine’ + -gram. 

	epistrophe
	• noun [mass noun] the repetition of a word at the end of successive clauses or sentences. — origin late 16th cent.: from Greek epistrophe, from epistrephein ‘to turn around’, from epi ‘in addition’ + strephein ‘to turn’.

	etymon
	• noun ( pl. etymons or etyma) a word or morpheme from which a later word is derived. — origin late 16th cent. (denoting the original form of a word): via Latin from Greek etumon ‘true thing’ (see etymology).

	evzone
	• noun a kilted soldier belonging to a select Greek infantry regiment. — origin late 19th cent.: from modern Greek euzonos, from Greek, ‘dressed for exercise’ (from eu- ‘fine’ + zone ‘belt’), because of their uniform, which includes a fustanella.

	exarch
	• noun 

1. (in the Orthodox Church) a bishop lower in rank than a patriarch and having jurisdiction wider than the metropolitan of a diocese. 

2. historical a governor of a distant province under the Byzantine emperors. — origin late 16th cent.: via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek exarkhos, from ex- ‘out of’ + arkhos ‘ruler’.

	falafel
	• noun [mass noun] a Middle Eastern dish of spiced mashed chickpeas or other pulses formed into balls or fritters and deep-fried, usually eaten with or in pitta bread. — origin from colloquial Egyptian Arabic falafil, plural of Arabic fulful, filfil ‘pepper’.

	famille
	• noun [mass noun] Chinese enamelled porcelain of particular periods in the 17th and 18th centuries with a specified predominant colour: famille jaune (yellow), famille noire (black), famille rose (red), or famille verte (green). — origin French, literally ‘family’.

	fashionista
	• noun informal 

1. a designer of haute couture. 

2. a devoted follower of fashion. 

— origin 1990s: from fashion + -ista.

	fatoush
	• noun a Middle Eastern salad dish consisting of tomatoes, cucumber, and other vegetables together with croutons made from toasted pitta bread. — origin from Arabic.

	feretory
	• noun ( pl. feretories) rare a portable shrine containing the relics of a saint. 

• a chapel containing such a shrine. — origin Middle English: from Old French fiertre, via Latin from Greek pheretron ‘bier’, from pherein ‘bear, carry’.

	fortepiano
	• noun ( pl. fortepianos) Music a piano, especially of the kind made in the 18th and early 19th centuries. — origin mid 18th cent.: from forte + piano2.

	frater
	• noun historical the dining room or refectory of a monastery. — origin Middle English: from Old French fraitur, shortening of refreitor, from late Latin refectorium ‘refectory’.

	galliard
	• noun historical a lively dance in triple time for two people, including complicated turns and steps. — origin late Middle English (as an adjective meaning ‘valiant, sturdy’ and ‘lively, brisk’): from Old French gaillard ‘valiant’, of Celtic origin. The current sense dates from the mid 16th cent.

	glyptic
	• adjective of or concerning carving or engraving. — origin early 19th cent.: from French glyptique or Greek gluptikos, from gluptes ‘carver’, from gluphein ‘carve’.

	grike
	• noun a fissure separating blocks or clints in a limestone pavement. — origin late 18th cent. (originally northern English dialect): of unknown origin.

	guardant
	• adjective [usu. postpositive] Heraldry (especially of an animal) depicted with the body sideways and the face towards the viewer: three lions passant guardant. — origin late 16th cent.: from French gardant ‘guarding’, from garder ‘to guard’.

	gunite
	• noun [mass noun] a mixture of cement, sand, and water applied through a pressure hose, producing a dense hard layer of concrete used in building for lining tunnels and structural repairs. — origin early 20th cent.: from gun + -ite.

	hadal
	• adjective relating to the zone of the sea greater than 6000 m in depth (chiefly oceanic trenches). — origin mid 20th cent.: from Hades + -al.

	Haftorah
	• noun ( pl. Haftoroth) Judaism a short reading from the Prophets which follows the reading from the Law in a Jewish synagogue. — origin from Hebrew haptarah ‘dismissal’.

	Helicon
	• noun a large spiral bass tuba played encircling the player's head and resting on the shoulder. — origin late 19th cent.: from Latin, associated with helix.

	holland
	• noun [mass noun] a kind of smooth, hard-wearing linen fabric, used chiefly for window blinds and furniture covering. — origin Middle English: from Holland, the name of a former province of the Netherlands where the cloth was made, from Dutch, earlier Holtlant (from holt ‘wood’ + -lant ‘land’).

	hospitaller
	• noun a member of a charitable religious order, originally the Knights Hospitaller. — origin Middle English: from Old French hospitalier, from medieval Latin hospitalarius, from hospitale.

	hylomorphism
	• noun [mass noun] Philosophy the doctrine that physical objects result from the combination of matter and form. — derivatives hylomorphic adjective. — origin late 19th cent.: from hylo- ‘matter’ + Greek morphe ‘form’. 

	hypermnesia
	• noun [mass noun] unusual power or enhancement of memory, typically under abnormal conditions such as trauma, hypnosis, or narcosis. — origin mid 19th cent.: from hyper- + Greek mnesia ‘memory’.

	i-Mode
	• noun [ mass noun ] a technology that allows data to be transferred to and from Internet sites via mobile phones. — origin early 21st cent.: from I (referring to the user's ability to interact directly with the Internet) + mode.

	impro
	• noun ( pl. impros) [mass noun] informal improvisation, especially as a theatrical technique. — origin 1970s: abbreviation.

	informatory
	• adjective giving information; informative. 

• Bridge (of a double) intended to convey information to one's partner rather than to score a penalty. 

— origin late Middle English (but rare before the late 19th cent.): from Latin informat- ‘shaped, described’ (from the verb informare) + -ory.

	intrapreneur
	• noun a manager within a company who promotes innovative product development and marketing. — origin 1970s (originally US): from intra- ‘within’ + a shortened form of entrepreneur.

	isocheim
	• noun Meteorology a line on a map connecting points having the same average temperature in winter. — origin mid 19th cent.: from iso- ‘equal’ + Greek kheima ‘winter weather’.

	isomerous
	• adjective Biology having or composed of parts that are similar in number or position. — origin mid 19th cent.: from Greek isomeres (see isomer) + -ous.

	jactitation
	• noun (in phrase jactitation of marriage) archaic false declaration that one is married to a specified person. — origin late 17th cent.: from medieval Latin jactitatio(n-) ‘false declaration’, from Latin jactitare ‘to boast’.

	jillaroo
	• noun Austral. informal a female novice on a cattle station or sheep station.— origin 1940s: from the given name Jill, on the pattern of jackaroo.

	Johannine
	• adjective relating to the Apostle St John the Evangelist, or to the Gospel or Epistles of John in the New Testament. — origin mid 19th cent.: from the medieval Latin given name Johannes ‘John’ + -ine.

	jorum
	• noun historical a large bowl or jug used for serving drinks such as tea or punch. — origin early 18th cent.: perhaps from Joram (2 Sam. 8:10), who ‘brought with him vessels of silver, and vessels of gold’ to King David.

	Jubilate
	• noun Psalm 100, beginning Jubilate deo ‘rejoice in God’, especially as used as a canticle in the Anglican service of matins. 

• a musical setting of the Jubilate. 

— origin Latin, ‘shout for joy!’, imperative of jubilare (see jubilate).

	Kakiemon
	• adjective [attrib.] relating to a style of Japanese porcelain with sparse asymmetrical designs on a white ground, developed in the early 17th century. — origin named after Sakaida Kakiemon (1596–1666), the first Japanese potter to work in this style.

	kazachoc
	• noun a Slavic dance with a fast and typically quickening tempo, featuring a step in which a squatting dancer kicks out each leg alternately to the front. — origin early 20th cent.: Russian, diminutive of kazak ‘Cossack’.

	kippa
	• noun a skullcap worn by Orthodox male Jews. — origin from modern Hebrew kippah.

	kirtle
	• noun archaic a woman's gown or outer petticoat. 

• a man's tunic or coat. 

— origin Old English cyrtel, of Germanic origin, probably based on Latin curtus ‘short’.

	koumiss
	• noun [mass noun] a fermented liquor prepared from mare's milk, used as a drink and medicine by Asian nomads. — origin late 16th cent.: based on Tartar kumiz.

	kulak
	• noun historical a peasant in Russia wealthy enough to own a farm and hire labour. Emerging after the emancipation of serfs in the 19th century the kulaks resisted Stalin's forced collectivization, but millions were arrested, exiled, or killed. — origin Russian, literally ‘fist, tight-fisted person’, from Turkic kol ‘hand’. 

	kvass
	• noun [mass noun] (especially in Russia) a fermented drink, low in alcohol, made from rye flour or bread with malt. — origin from Russian kvas.

	lasque
	• noun a flat, ill-formed, or veiny diamond. — origin late 17th cent.: perhaps from Persian lask ‘piece’.

	latke
	• noun (in Jewish cookery) a pancake, especially one made with grated potato. — origin Yiddish.

	lector 
	• noun 

1. a reader, especially someone who reads lessons in a church service. 

2. a lecturer, especially one employed in a foreign university to teach in their native language. — origin late Middle English: from Latin, from lect- ‘read, chosen’, from the verb legere.

	Lee–Enfield
	• noun a bolt-action rifle of a type formerly used by the British army. — origin from J. P. Lee (1831–1904), US designer of the bolt action + Enfield in north London, where it was made.

	levirate
	• noun (usu. the levirate) a custom of the ancient Hebrews and some other peoples by which a man may be obliged to marry his brother's widow: [as modifier] levirate marriages. — origin early 18th cent.: from Latin levir ‘brother-in-law’ + -ate.

	lib
	• noun [mass noun] informal (in the names of political movements) liberation: I'm all for women's lib. — origin 1970s: abbreviation.

	litoptern
	• noun an extinct South American hoofed mammal resembling a horse or camel, found from the Palaeocene to the Pleistocene epochs. Order Litopterna: several families. — origin early 20th cent.: from modern Latin Litopterna, from Greek litos ‘smooth’ + pterne ‘heel bone’.

	lynchet
	• noun a ridge or ledge formed along the downhill side of a plot by ploughing in ancient times. — origin late 17th cent.: probably from dialect linch ‘rising ground’; compare with links.

	lyonnaise 
	• adjective (of food, especially sliced potatoes) cooked with onions or with a white wine and onion sauce. — origin French, ‘characteristic of the city of Lyons’. 

	macédoine
	• noun a mixture of vegetables or fruit cut into small pieces. — origin French, literally ‘Macedonia’, with reference to the mixture of peoples in the Macedonian Empire of Alexander the Great. 

	macer
	• noun (in Scotland) an official who keeps order in a law court. — origin Middle English: from Old French massier, from masse (see mace).

	mangonel
	• noun historical a military device for throwing stones and other missiles. — origin Middle English: from Old French mangonel(le), from medieval Latin manganellus, diminutive of late Latin manganum, from Greek manganon ‘axis, engine of war’.

	Marengo
	• adjective [postpositive] (of chicken or veal) sautéed in oil, served with a tomato sauce, and traditionally garnished with eggs and crayfish: chicken Marengo. — origin named after Marengo, a village in northern Italy and the site of a battle (1800) in which Napoleon defeated the Austrians, after which the dish is said to have been prepared for him.

	mauby 
	• noun [mass noun] a West Indian drink made from the bark of trees of the buckthorn family. — origin from Carib mabi, denoting a drink made from sweet potatoes.

	maxixe
	• noun a Brazilian dance for couples, resembling the polka and the Brazilian tango. — origin early 20th cent.: Portuguese.

	maya
	• noun [mass noun] Hinduism the supernatural power wielded by gods and demons. 

• Hinduism & Buddhism the power by which the universe becomes manifest; the illusion or appearance of the phenomenal world. 

— origin from Sanskrit maya, from ma ‘create’.

	McGuffin
	• noun an object or device in a film or a book which serves merely as a trigger for the plot. — origin 1930s: a Scottish surname, coined in this sense by the English film director Alfred Hitchcock, allegedly from a humorous story involving such a pivotal factor.

	Meistersinger
	• noun ( pl. same or Meistersingers) a member of one of the guilds of German lyric poets and musicians which flourished from the 12th to 17th century, known for their elaborate technique. — origin German, from Meister ‘master’ + Singer ‘singer’.

	meningococcus
	• noun ( pl. meningococci) a bacterium involved in some forms of meningitis and cerebrospinal infection. Neisseria meningitidis. — derivatives meningococcal adjective. — origin late 19th cent.: from meninges + coccus. 

	metope
	• noun Architecture a square space between triglyphs in a Doric frieze. — origin mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek metope, from meta ‘between’ + ope ‘hole for a beam end’.

	metta
	• noun [mass noun] (in Theravada Buddhism) meditation focused on the development of unconditional love for all beings. — origin from Pali metta ‘loving kindness’.

	mirin 
	• noun [mass noun] a rice wine used as a flavouring in Japanese cookery. — origin Japanese. 

	misfeasance
	• noun Law a transgression, especially the wrongful exercise of lawful authority. — origin early 17th cent.: from Old French mesfaisance, from mesfaire, from mes- ‘wrongly’ + faire ‘do’ (from Latin facere).

	mojo
	• noun ( pl. mojos) chiefly US a magic charm, talisman, or spell: someone must have their mojo working over at the record company. 

• [mass noun] influence, especially magic power. — origin early 20th cent.: probably of African origin; compare with Gullah moco ‘witchcraft’.

	monokini
	• noun a woman's one-piece beach garment equivalent to the lower half of a bikini. — origin 1960s: from mono- ‘one’ + a shortened form of bikini (the first syllable misinterpreted as bi- ‘two’).

	morganatic
	• adjective relating to or denoting a marriage in which neither the spouse of lower rank, nor any children, have any claim to the possessions or title of the spouse of higher rank. — derivatives morganatically adverb. — origin early 18th cent.: from modern Latin morganaticus, from medieval Latin matrimonium ad morganaticam ‘marriage with a morning gift’ (because a morning gift, given by a husband to his wife on the morning after the marriage, was the wife's sole entitlement in a marriage of this kind).

	mosbolletjie
	• noun ( pl. mosbolletjies) S. African a semi-sweet bun eaten fresh or dried. — origin Afrikaans, from Dutch most ‘new wine’ (because the yeast is of partially fermented grape juice) + bolletje ‘little ball’. 

	movant
	• noun US Law a person who applies to or petitions a court or judge for a ruling in their favour. — origin late 19th cent.: from move + -ant.

	Mughlai 
	• adjective (of food or a dish) cooked in an Indian style involving one of a variety of rich, spicy sauces, typically containing butter, yogurt, or cream. — origin Urdu muglai ‘in a Mughal style’. 

	mythos
	• noun ( pl. mythoi) chiefly technical a myth or mythology: the Arthurian mythos. 

• a traditional or recurrent narrative theme or plot structure. — origin mid 18th cent.: from Greek.

	nanoplankton 
	• noun [mass noun] Biology very small unicellular plankton, at the limits of resolution of light microscopy. — origin early 20th cent.: from German, from Greek nanos ‘dwarf’ + plankton. 

	neuston 
	• noun [mass noun] Biology small aquatic organisms inhabiting the surface layer or moving on the surface film. — derivatives neustonic adjective. — origin early 20th cent.: via German from Greek, neuter of neustos ‘swimming’, on the pattern of plankton.

	nymphaeum
	• noun ( pl. nymphaea) a grotto or shrine dedicated to a nymph or nymphs. — origin via Latin from Greek.

	odeum
	• noun ( pl. odeums or odea) (especially in ancient Greece or Rome) a building used for musical performances. — origin from French odéum or Latin odeum, from Greek oideion. 

	onomast
	• noun a person who studies proper names, especially personal names. — origin 1980s: back-formation from onomastic.

	opuscule
	• noun ( pl. opuscules or opuscula) rare a small or minor literary or musical work. — origin mid 17th cent.: from French, from Latin opusculum, diminutive of opus ‘work’.

	outsert
	• noun a piece of promotional material which is placed on the outside of a package, publication, or other product. — origin 1960s: from out + insert.

	paralipsis
	• noun [mass noun] Rhetoric the device of giving emphasis by professing to say little or nothing of a subject, as in not to mention their unpaid debts of several millions. — origin late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek paraleipsis ‘passing over’, from paraleipein ‘omit’, from para- ‘aside’ + leipein ‘to leave’. 

	pastorale
	• noun ( pl. pastorales or pastorali) 

1. Music a slow instrumental composition in compound time, usually with drone notes in the bass. 

2. a simple musical play with a rural subject. — origin early 18th cent.: from Italian, literally ‘pastoral’ (adjective used as a noun).

	patristic
	• adjective relating to the early Christian theologians or to patristics. — origin mid 19th cent.: from German patristisch, from Latin pater, patr- ‘father’.

	paysage
	• noun a landscape, especially as depicted in art. — derivatives paysagist noun. — origin French, literally ‘countryside’, from pays ‘country’.

	penannular
	• adjective Archaeology in the form of a ring but with a small part of the circumference missing: penannular neck ornaments. — origin mid 19th cent.: from Latin paene ‘almost’ + annular.

	penecontemporaneous
	• adjective Geology (of a process) occurring immediately after deposition of a particular stratum. — origin early 20th cent.: from Latin paene ‘almost’ + contemporaneous.

	planetesimal
	• noun a minute planet; a body which could come together with many others under gravitation to form a planet. 

• adjective denoting or relating to planetesimals. — origin early 20th cent.: from planet, on the pattern of infinitesimal.

	planish
	• verb [with obj.] flatten (sheet metal) with a smooth-faced hammer or between rollers. — derivatives planisher noun. — origin late Middle English (in the sense ‘make level’): from obsolete French planiss-, lengthened stem of planir ‘to smooth’, from plain ‘smooth, level’.

	plein-air
	• adjective denoting or in the manner of a 19th-century style of painting outdoors, which became a central feature of French Impressionism. — origin from French en plein air ‘in the open air’. 

	poind
	• verb [with obj.] Scots Law distrain or impound (a person's property). 

• subject (someone) to the distraint or impounding of their property. — origin late Middle English: variant of dialect pind ‘impound’.

	portière
	• noun a curtain hung over a door or doorway. — origin mid 19th cent.: French, from porte ‘door’, from Latin porta ‘gate, door’.

	prana
	• noun [ mass noun ] Hinduism breath, considered as a life-giving force. — origin Sanskrit.

	primordium
	• noun ( pl. primordia) Biology an organ, structure, or tissue in the earliest stage of development. — origin late 19th cent.: from Latin, neuter of primordius ‘original’, from primus ‘first’ + ordiri ‘begin’.

	proem
	• noun formal a preface or preamble to a book or speech. — derivatives proemial adjective. — origin late Middle English: from Old French proeme, via Latin from Greek prooimion ‘prelude’, from pro ‘before’ + oime ‘song’.

	pronunciation
	• noun [ mass noun ] the way in which a word is pronounced: spelling does not determine pronunciation | [ count noun ] similar pronunciations are heard in Ulster. — origin late Middle English: from Latin pronuntiatio(n-), from the verb pronuntiare (see pronounce). — usage The word pronunciation is often pronounced, by analogy with pronounce, as if the second syllable rhymed with bounce. This is not correct in standard English: the standard pronunciation, , has the second syllable rhyming with dunce! . The correct spelling is pronunciation, never pronounciation.

	puro
	• noun ( pl. puros) (in Spain and Spanish-speaking countries) a cigar. — origin Spanish, literally ‘pure’.

	qawwali
	• noun [ mass noun ] a style of Muslim devotional music now associated particularly with Sufis. — origin from Arabic qawwali, from qawwal ‘loquacious’, also ‘singer’

	retable
	• noun ( pl. retables or retablos) a frame or shelf enclosing decorated panels or revered objects above and behind an altar. 

• a painting or other image above and behind an altar. 

— origin early 19th cent.: from French rétable, from Spanish retablo, from medieval Latin retrotabulum ‘rear table’, from Latin retro ‘backwards’ + tabula ‘table’.

	revet
	• verb ( revets, revetting, revetted) [with obj.] [usu. as adj.] ( revetted) face (a rampart, wall, etc.) with masonry, especially in fortification: sandbagged and revetted trenches. — origin early 19th cent.: from French revêtir, from late Latin revestire, from re- ‘again’ + vestire ‘clothe’ (from vestis ‘clothing’). 

	romer
	• noun a small piece of plastic or card bearing perpendicularly aligned scales or (if transparent) a grid, used to determine the precise reference of a point within the grid printed on a map. — origin 1930s: named after Carrol Romer (1883–1951), its British inventor.

	ronde
	• noun a dance in which the dancers move in a circle. — origin 1930s: French, feminine of rond ‘round’.

	roquet
	• verb ( roquets, roqueting, roqueted) [with obj.] strike (another ball) with one's own. 

• noun an act of roqueting. 

— origin mid 19th cent.: apparently an arbitrary alteration of the verb croquet, originally used in the same sense.

	rouseabout
	• noun Austral./NZ an unskilled labourer or odd jobber on a farm, especially in a shearing shed. — origin mid 19th cent.: originally dialect in the sense ‘rough bustling person’, from the verb rouse.

	Sabian
	• noun a member of a non-Muslim sect classed in the Koran with Jews, Christians, and Zoroastrians as having a faith revealed by the true God. It is not known who the original Sabians were, but the name was adopted by some groups in order to give themselves legitimacy as People of the Book. 

• adjective relating to the Sabians. — origin early 17th cent.: from Arabic sabi' + -an.

	sallet
	• noun historical a light helmet with an outward curve extending over the back of the neck, worn as part of medieval armour. — origin late Middle English: from French salade, based on Latin caelare ‘engrave’ (from caelum ‘chisel’).

	scagliola
	• noun [mass noun] imitation marble or other stone, made of plaster mixed with glue and dyes which is then painted or polished. — origin mid 18th cent.: from Italian scagliuola, diminutive of scaglia ‘a scale’.

	scorp
	• noun a drawknife with a circular blade and a single handle, used to scoop out wood when carving or engraving. — origin mid 19th cent. (as scorper), based on Latin scalper ‘knife’.

	Seder 
	• noun a Jewish ritual service and ceremonial dinner for the first night or first two nights of Passover. — origin from Hebrew seder ‘order, procedure’.

	Sefer
	• noun ( pl. Sifrei) Judaism a book of Hebrew religious literature. 

• (usu. Sefer Torah) a scroll containing the Torah or Pentateuch. — origin from Hebrew seper torah ‘book of (the) Law’.

	seltzer
	• noun [mass noun] dated soda water. 

• medicinal mineral water from Niederselters in Germany. 

— origin mid 18th cent.: alteration of German Selterser, from (Nieder)selters. 

	sexennial
	• adjective recurring every six years. 

• lasting for or relating to a period of six years. 

— origin mid 17th cent.: from sexennium + -al.

	shadoof 
	• noun a pole with a bucket and counterpoise used especially in Egypt for raising water. — origin mid 19th cent.: from Egyptian Arabic saduf. 

	shen 
	• noun ( pl. same) (in Chinese thought) the spiritual element of a person's psyche. — origin from Chinese shén.

	shoat 
	• noun N. Amer. a young pig, especially one which is newly weaned. — origin late Middle English: of unknown origin; compare with West Flemish schote. 

	shonky
	• adjective ( shonkier, shonkiest) dishonest, unreliable, or illegal, especially in a devious way: shonky political goings-on. 

• noun (also shonk) a person engaged in suspect business activities. 

— origin 1970s: perhaps from English dialect shonk ‘smart’.

	sice
	• noun (especially in gambling) the six on a dice.— origin late Middle English: from Old French sis, from Latin sex ‘six’.

	skokiaan
	• noun [mass noun] S. African an illicit home-brewed liquor made of yeast, sugar, and water. — origin perhaps from Zulu isikokeyana ‘small enclosure’, referring to the practice of hiding illicit liquor in holes in the ground.

	solmization
	• noun [mass noun] Music a system of associating each note of a scale with a particular syllable, especially to teach singing. 

The commonest European system, still in use, originally named the notes ut, re, mi, fa, sol, la in groups of six (hexachords) beginning on G, C, or F, using syllables from a Latin hymn for St John the Baptist's Day in which each phrase begins on the next note in the scale: ‘Ut queant laxis resonare fibris Mira gestorum famuli tuorum, Solve polluti labili reatum, Sancte Iohannes’. A seventh note si was added later (from the initials of Sancte Iohannes). Modern systems typically use the sequence as arbitrarily a! dapted in the 19th century: doh, ray, me, fah, soh, la, te, with doh being C in the fixed-doh system and the keynote in the movable-doh or tonic sol-fa system. — derivatives solmizate verb. — origin mid 18th cent.: from French solmisation, based on sol ‘soh’ + mi (see me). 

	solunar 
	• adjective relating to the combined influence or conjunction of the sun and moon. — origin late 18th cent.: blend of Sol and lunar.

	sortition
	• noun [mass noun] the action of selecting or determining something by the casting or drawing of lots. — origin late 16th cent.: from Latin sortitio(n-), from sortire ‘divide or obtain by lot’.

	soutache
	• noun a narrow, flat ornamental braid used to trim garments. — origin mid 19th cent.: from French, from Hungarian sujtás.

	spalted
	• adjective denoting wood containing blackish irregular lines as a result of fungal decay, sometimes used to produce a decorative surface. — origin 1970s: from dialect spalt ‘to split, splinter’ + -ed.

	sprezzatura
	• noun [mass noun] studied carelessness, especially as a characteristic quality or style of art or literature. — origin Italian.

	streptomycete
	• noun ( pl. streptomycetes) a bacterium which occurs chiefly in soil as aerobic saprophytes resembling moulds, several of which are important sources of antibiotics. Streptomyces and related genera, order Actinomycetales; Gram-positive filaments forming chains of spores. — origin 1950s: anglicized singular of modern Latin Streptomyces, from strepto- ‘twisted’ + Greek mukes, muket- ‘fungus’.

	strickle
	• noun 

1. a rod used to level off a heaped measure. 

2. a whetting tool. 

— origin Old English stricel (in sense 1); related to strike. Sense 2 dates from the mid 17th cent.

	stroganoff
	• noun [mass noun] a dish in which the central ingredient, typically strips of beef, is cooked in a sauce containing sour cream. — origin named after Count Pavel Stroganov (1772–1817), Russian diplomat.

	Stuka
	• noun a type of German military aircraft (the Junkers Ju 87) designed for dive-bombing, much used in the Second World War. — origin contraction of German Sturzkampfflugzeug ‘dive-bomber’.

	superpose
	• verb [with obj. ] place (something) on or above something else, especially so that they coincide: [as adj. ] ( superposed) a border of superposed triangles. — derivatives superposition noun. — origin early 19th cent.: from French superposer, from super- ‘above’ + poser ‘to place’.

	tablature
	• noun [mass noun] a form of musical notation indicating fingering rather than the pitch of notes, written on lines corresponding to, for example, the strings of a guitar or the holes on a flute. — origin late 16th cent.: from French, probably from Italian tavolatura, from tavolare ‘set to music’.

	teetotum
	• noun a small spinning top spun with the fingers, especially one with four sides lettered to determine whether the spinner has won or lost. — origin early 18th cent. (as T totum): from T (representing totum, inscribed on the side of the toy) + Latin totum ‘the whole’ (stake). The letters on the sides (representing Latin words) were T (= totum), A (= auferre ‘take away’), D (= deponere ‘put down’), and N (= nihil ‘nothing’). 

	tenter
	• noun a framework on which fabric can be held taut for drying or other treatment during manufacture. — origin Middle English: from medieval Latin tentorium, from tent- ‘stretched’, from the verb tendere.

	teocalli
	• noun ( pl. teocallis) a temple of the Aztecs or other Mexican peoples, typically standing on a truncated pyramid. — origin American Spanish, from Nahuatl teo:kalli, from teo:tl ‘god’ + kalli ‘house’.

	terreplein
	• noun chiefly historical a level space where a battery of guns is mounted. — origin late 16th cent. (denoting a sloping bank behind a rampart): from French terre-plein, from Italian terrapieno ‘filled with earth’.

	therapsid
	• noun a fossil reptile of a Permian and Triassic order, the members of which are related to the ancestors of mammals. 

Order Therapsida, subclass Synapsida: many families and numerous genera, including the cynodonts. — origin early 20th cent.: from modern Latin Therapsida, from Greek ther ‘beast’ + hapsis, hapsid- ‘arch’ (referring to the structure of the skull).

	thoughtcrime
	• noun an instance of unorthodox or controversial thinking, considered as a criminal offence or as socially unacceptable. — origin 1949: from George Orwell's Nineteen Eighty-Four. 

	thyristor
	• noun Electronics a four-layered semiconductor rectifier in which the flow of current between two electrodes is triggered by a signal at a third electrode. — origin 1950s: blend of thyratron, denoting a kind of thermionic valve (from Greek thura ‘gate’) and transistor.

	tilak
	• noun a mark worn by a Hindu on the forehead to indicate caste, status, or sect, or as an ornament. — origin from Sanskrit tilaka

	tostone
	• noun a Mexican dish of fried plantain, typically served with a dip. — origin Spanish.

	toyi-toyi 
	• noun ( pl. toyi-toyis) a dance step characterized by high-stepping movements, typically performed at protest gatherings or marches. 

• verb ( toyi-toyis, toyi-toying or toyi-toyiing, toyi-toyied) [no obj.] perform such a dance. — origin Ndebele and Shona; probably introduced into South Africa by ANC exiles returning from military training in Zimbabwe. 

	tramontana
	• noun a cold north wind blowing in Italy or the adjoining regions of the Adriatic and Mediterranean. — origin Italian, ‘north wind, Pole Star’.

	tricast 
	• noun Brit. a bet in which the person betting forecasts the first three horses in a race in the correct order. — origin 1970s: from tri- ‘three’ + the noun forecast. 

	Tripitaka
	• noun ( the Tripitaka) the sacred canon of Theravada Buddhism, written in the Pali language. — origin from Sanskrit tripitaka, literally ‘the three baskets or collections’. 

	tzedakah
	• noun [mass noun] (among Jewish people) charitable giving, typically seen as a moral obligation. — origin from Hebrew sedaqah ‘righteousness’.

	Upanishad 
	• noun each of a series of Hindu sacred treatises written in Sanskrit c.800–200 bc, expounding the Vedas in predominantly mystical and monistic terms. — origin from Sanskrit, literally ‘sitting near (i.e. at the feet of a master)’, from upa ‘near’ + ni-sad ‘sit down’. 

	utahraptor
	• noun a large dromaeosaurid dinosaur, the remains of which were discovered in Utah in 1992. It was twice the size of deinonychus. 

Genus Utahraptor, family Dromaeosauridae, suborder Theropoda. — origin modern Latin, from Utah + raptor. 

	Valkyrie
	• noun Scandinavian Mythology each of Odin's twelve handmaids who conducted the slain warriors of their choice from the battlefield to Valhalla. — origin from Old Norse Valkyrja, literally ‘chooser of the slain’, from valr ‘the slain’ + kyrja ‘chooser’.

	vernissage
	 • noun ( pl. pronounced same) a private view of paintings before public exhibition. — origin French, literally ‘varnishing’, originally referring to the day prior to an exhibition when artists were allowed to retouch and varnish hung work.

	Vouvray
	• noun [mass noun] dry white wine, either still or sparkling, produced in the Vouvray district of the Loire Valley. — origin French.

	wabi 
	• noun [mass noun] (in Japanese art) a quality of austere and serene beauty expressing a mood of spiritual solitude recognized in Zen Buddhist philosophy. — origin Japanese, literally ‘solitude’.

	yajna
	• noun Hinduism a ritual sacrifice with a specific objective. — origin from Sanskrit yajña ‘worship, sacrifice’.

	yataghan
	• noun chiefly historical a sword without a guard and typically with a double-curved blade, used in Muslim countries. — origin from Turkish yatagan.

	yips
	• plural noun ( the yips) informal extreme nervousness causing a golfer to miss easy putts. — origin mid 20th cent.: of unknown origin.


