Word of the Day: 2008 Archive: Words from the Oxford dictionary of English


	accra
	• noun (in West Africa and the Caribbean) a fritter made with black-eyed peas or a similar pulse, or, especially in Trinidad, mashed fish.  — origin from Yoruba àkàrà ‘bean cake’.

	acetobacter

	• noun [mass noun] bacteria that oxidize organic compounds to acetic acid, as in vinegar formation. Genus Acetobacter; Gram-negative oval or rod-shaped bacteria. — origin modern Latin (genus name), from aceto- + bacterium.

	aeolian 

	• adjective chiefly Geology relating to or arising from the action of the wind. — origin early 17th cent.: from the name Aeolus + -ian.

	agogo
	• noun a small bell made of two joined metal cones, used as a percussion instrument in African and Latin music. — origin from Yoruba.

	aiguillette 

	• noun an ornament on some military and naval uniforms, consisting of braided loops hanging from the shoulder and on dress uniforms ending in points that resemble pencils. 

— origin mid 16th cent.: from French, literally ‘small needle’, diminutive of aiguille. 

	allophone

	• noun Phonetics any of the various phonetic realizations of a phoneme in a language, which do not contribute to distinctions of meaning. For example, in English an aspirated p (as in pin) and unaspirated p (as in spin) are allophones of , whereas in ancient Greek the distinction was phonemic. — derivatives allophonic adjective. — origin 1930s: from allo- ‘other, different’ + phoneme.

	alpenhorn
	• noun a very long valveless wooden wind instrument played like a horn and used for signalling in the Alps. — origin late 19th cent.: from German, literally ‘Alp horn’.

	ancon
	• noun ( pl. ancones) Architecture 1. a console, typically consisting of two volutes, that supports or appears to support a cornice. 2. each of a pair of projections on either side of a block of stone or other material, used for lifting it. — origin early 18th cent. (denoting the corner or quoin of a wall or rafter): via Latin from Greek ankon ‘bend, elbow’.

	angary 
	• noun [ mass noun ] Law the right of a country at war to seize or destroy neutral property out of military necessity, provided that compensation is paid.  — origin late 19th cent.: from French angarie ‘chore, imposition’, from Italian or Latin angaria ‘forced service’, from Greek angareia, from angaros ‘courier’ (being liable to serve as the King's messenger), from Persian.

	ankylosaur
	• noun a heavily built quadrupedal herbivorous dinosaur of the Cretaceous period, armoured with bony plates. Infraorder Ankylosauria, order Ornithischia: several genera, in particular Ankylosaurus. — origin early 20th cent.: from modern Latin Ankylosaurus, from Greek ankulos (see ankylosis) + sauros ‘lizard’.

	apocope
	• noun [ mass noun ] Linguistics omission of the final sound of a word, as when cup of tea is pronounced as cuppa tea. — origin mid 16th cent.: from late Latin, from Greek apokoptein ‘cut off’, from apo- ‘from’ + koptein ‘to cut’.

	apsis 

	• noun ( pl. apsides) either of two points on the orbit of a planet or satellite that are nearest to or furthest from the body round which it moves. — derivatives apsidal adjective. — origin early 17th cent. (denoting the orbit of a planet): via Latin from Greek apsis, hapsis ‘arch, vault’, perhaps from haptein ‘fasten, join’. 

	aquanaut 
	• noun a person who swims under water using an aqualung. — origin late 19th cent.: from Latin aqua ‘water’ + Greek nautes ‘sailor’. 

	aquarobics
	• plural noun [often treated as sing.] aerobic exercises performed in water. — origin 1980s: blend of aqua- and aerobics.

	Arborio
	• noun [ mass noun ] a variety of round-grained rice produced in Italy and used in making risotto. — origin Italian.

	artesian
	• adjective relating to or denoting a well bored perpendicularly into water-bearing strata lying at an angle, so that natural pressure produces a constant supply of water with little or no pumping. — origin mid 19th cent.: from French artésien ‘from Artois ’ (see Artois), where such wells were first made.

	Auslese

	• noun [mass noun] a white wine of German origin or style made from selected bunches of grapes picked later than the general harvest. — origin from German, from aus ‘out’ + Lese ‘picking, vintage’. (see also Beerenauslese,  Trockenbeerenauslese, etc.)

	babouche
	• noun a heelless slipper, typically in oriental style. — origin late 17th cent.: from French, from Arabic babuj, Persian papus, literally ‘foot covering’.

	Battenberg
	• noun chiefly Brit. an oblong sponge cake covered with marzipan, with a square cross section quartered with two colours of sponge. — origin named after the town of Battenberg in Germany.

	bice 

	• noun [ mass noun ] a medium blue or blue-green pigment made from basic copper carbonate. — origin Middle English (originally in the sense ‘dark or brownish grey’): from Old French bis ‘dark grey’, of unknown ultimate origin.

	blanco
	• noun [ mass noun ] a white substance used for whitening belts and other items of military equipment. 

• verb ( blancoes, blancoing, blancoed) [with obj. ] whiten (equipment) with blanco. 

— origin late 19th cent.: from French blanc ‘white’, ultimately of Germanic origin.

	bodega

	• noun a cellar or shop selling wine and food, especially in a Spanish-speaking country or area. — origin mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, via Latin from Greek apotheke ‘storehouse’

	Botany
	• noun [mass noun] merino wool, especially from Australia. — origin late 19th cent.: named after Botany Bay, from where the wool originally came.

	burro
	• noun ( pl. burros) chiefly US a small donkey used as a pack animal. — origin early 19th cent.: from Spanish.

	cacciatore
	• adjective [postpositive] prepared in a spicy tomato sauce with mushrooms and herbs: chicken cacciatore. — origin Italian, literally ‘hunter’ (because of the use of ingredients that a hunter might have to hand).

	cantal
	• noun [ mass noun ] a hard, strong cheese made chiefly in the Auvergne. — origin named after Cantal, a department of Auvergne, France.

	cantle
	• noun the raised curved part at the back of a horse's saddle. — origin Middle English (in the sense ‘a corner’): from Anglo-Norman French cantel, variant of Old French chantel, from medieval Latin cantellus, from cantus ‘corner, side’.

	canzone
	• noun ( pl. canzoni) an Italian or Provençal song or ballad. 

• a type of lyric resembling a madrigal. 

— origin late 16th cent.: from Italian, ‘song’, from Latin cantio(n-) ‘singing’, from canere ‘sing’.

	capo
	• noun ( pl. capos) chiefly N. Amer. the head of a crime syndicate, especially the Mafia, or a branch of one. — origin 1950s: from Italian, from Latin caput ‘head’.

	cavatina
	• noun ( pl. cavatine , cavatinas) Music a short operatic aria in simple style without repeated sections. 

• a similar piece of lyrical instrumental music. 

— origin early 19th cent.: from Italian.

	centimorgan

	• noun Genetics a map unit used to express the distance between two gene loci on a chromosome. A spacing of one centimorgan indicates a one per cent chance that two genes will be separated by crossing over. — origin mid 20th cent.: from centi- (denoting a factor of one hundredth) + the name of T. H. Morgan.

	challah
	• noun (pl. challahs or chalot, chaloth) a plaited loaf of white leavened bread, traditionally baked to celebrate the Jewish sabbath. — origin from Hebrew hallah.

	chassé
	• noun a gliding step in dancing in which one foot displaces the other. 
• verb (chassés, chasséing, chasséd) [no obj.] perform a chassé.
— origin French, literally ‘chased’.

	chausses
	• plural noun historical pantaloons or close-fitting coverings for the legs and feet, in particular those forming part of a knight's armour. — origin late 15th cent.:French, literally ‘clothing for the legs’.

	chiffonade
	• noun ( pl. same) a preparation of shredded or finely cut leaf vegetables, used as a garnish for soup. — origin French, from chiffonner ‘to crumple’.

	cinque 

	• noun  1. the five on dice.  2. ( cinques) Bell-ringing a system of change-ringing using eleven bells, with five pairs changing places each time. — origin late Middle English: from Old French cinc, cink, from Latin quinque ‘five’. 

	cinquecento 
	• noun ( the cinquecento) the 16th century as a period of Italian art, architecture, or literature, with a reversion to classical forms.  — origin Italian, literally ‘500’ (shortened from milcinquecento ‘1500’) used with reference to the years 1500–99. 

	clair-de-lune
	• noun [mass noun] a soft white or pale blue-grey colour.
• a Chinese porcelain glaze of this colour.
— origin late 19th cent.: French, literally ‘moonlight’.

	cloisonné
	• noun [ mass noun ] enamel work in which the different colours are separated by strips of flattened wire placed edgeways on a metal backing. — origin mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘partitioned’, past participle of cloisonner, from cloison ‘a partition or division’. 

	cold-short
	• adjective (of a metal) brittle in its cold state. — origin early 17th cent.: from Swedish kallskör, from kall ‘cold’ + skör ‘brittle’, later associated with short in the same sense.

	commentariat
	• noun chiefly N. Amer. members of the news media considered as a class. — origin late 20th cent.: blend of commentary and proletariat.

	compander
	• noun a device that improves the signal-to-noise ratio of an electrical signal by compressing the range of amplitudes of the signal before transmission, and then expanding it on reproduction or reception. — origin 1930s: blend of compressor and expander.

	conductus
	• noun ( pl. conducti) a musical setting of a metrical Latin text, of the 12th or 13th century. — origin from medieval Latin, from Latin conducere ‘bring together’.

	Conté 
	• noun [ mass noun ] a kind of hard, grease-free crayon used as a medium for artwork: [as modifier ] Conté pastels. — origin mid 19th cent.: named after Nicolas J. Conté (1755–1805), the French inventor who developed it. 

	coparcener 
	• noun English Law a person who shares equally with others in the inheritance of an undivided estate or in the rights to it (in the UK now as equitable interests). — origin late Middle English: from co- ‘together’ + parcener, legal term in the same sense (see partner).

	courser
	• noun a person who hunts animals such as hares with greyhounds using sight rather than scent. — origin early 17th cent.

	cucking-stool 
	• noun historical a chair to which disorderly women were tied and then ducked into water or subjected to public ridicule as a punishment. — origin Middle English: from obsolete cuck ‘defecate’, of Scandinavian origin; so named because a stool containing a chamber pot was often used for the purpose.

	dariole
	• noun (also dariole mould) (in French cooking) a small, flowerpot-shaped mould in which an individual sweet or savoury dish is cooked and served. 

• an individual savoury or sweet dish cooked and served in a dariole mould. 

— origin late Middle English: from Old French.

	daube 


	• noun a stew of meat, typically beef, braised slowly in wine. — phrases en daube (of meat) braised slowly in wine. — origin French; compare with Italian addobbo ‘seasoning’.

	defilade
	• noun [ mass noun ] the protection of forces against enemy observation or gunfire. 

• verb [with obj. ] protect (forces) against enemy observation or gunfire. 

— origin early 19th cent.: from French défiler ‘protect from the enemy’ + -ade.

	derailleur
	• noun a bicycle gear which works by lifting the chain from one sprocket wheel to another of a different size. — origin 1930s: from French, from dérailler ‘derail’.

	devoré
	• noun [usu. as modifier] a velvet fabric with a pattern formed by burning the pile away with acid: a devoré top. — origin 1990s: from French dévoré, literally ‘devoured’, past participle of dévorer.

	dialectician
	• noun a person skilled in philosophical debate. — origin mid 16th cent.: from French dialecticien, from Latin dialecticus, based on Greek dialegesthai ‘converse with’.

	dimorphic
	• adjective chiefly Biology occurring in or representing two distinct forms: in this sexually dimorphic species only the males have wings. — derivatives dimorphism noun. — origin mid 19th cent.: from Greek dimorphos (from di- ‘twice’ + morphe ‘form’) + -ic.

	dos-à-dos 
	• adjective (of two books) bound together with a shared central board and facing in opposite directions. 

• noun ( pl. same) a seat or carriage in which the occupants sit back to back. 

— origin French, ‘back to back’.

	dromaeosaurid
	• noun a carnivorous bipedal dinosaur of a late Cretaceous family which included deinonychus and the velociraptors. They had a large slashing claw on each hind foot. Family Dromaeosauridae, suborder Theropoda, order Saurischia. — origin 1970s: from modern Latin Dromaeosauridae, based on Greek dromaios ‘swift-running’ + sauros ‘lizard’.

	Elohim
	• noun a name for God used frequently in the Hebrew Bible. — origin from Hebrew 'elohim (plural).

	emersion
	• noun [ mass noun ] 

1. the process of emerging from water after being submerged. 

2. Astronomy the reappearance of a celestial body after its eclipse or occultation. 

— origin mid 17th cent.: from late Latin emersio(n-), from Latin emergere.

	emoticon 


	• noun a representation of a facial expression such as a smile or frown, formed by various combinations of keyboard characters and used in electronic communications to convey the writer's feelings or intended tone. — origin 1990s: blend of emotion and icon.

	entremets 
	• noun a light dish served between two courses of a formal meal. — origin French, from entre ‘between’ + mets ‘dish’.

	epigene

	• adjective Geology taking place or produced on the surface of the earth. — origin early 19th cent.: from French épigène, from Greek epigenes, from epi ‘upon’ + genes.

	est 

	• noun [ mass noun ] a system for self-improvement aimed at developing a person's potential through intensive group awareness and training sessions. — origin 1970s (originally US): acronym from Erhard Seminars Training, from the name of Werner Erhard (born 1935), the American businessman who devised the technique.

	evection 


	• noun [ mass noun ] Astronomy regular variation in the eccentricity of the moon's orbit around the earth, caused mainly by the sun's attraction. — origin mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘elevation, exaltation’): from Latin evectio(n-), from evehere ‘carry out or up’, from e- (variant of ex-) ‘out’ + vehere ‘carry’. 

	exaptation
	• noun [mass noun] Biology the process by which features acquire functions for which they were not originally adapted or selected.
• [count noun] a character or feature which evolved in this way.
— origin 1980s: from ex- + aptation as in adaptation.

	ferial 

	• adjective Christian Church denoting an ordinary weekday, as opposed to one appointed for a festival or fast. — origin late Middle English: from medieval Latin ferialis, from Latin feria ‘holiday’. In late Latin feria was used with a prefixed ordinal number to mean ‘day of the week’ (e.g. secunda feria ‘second day, Monday’), but Sunday (Dominicus) and Saturday (Sabbatum) were usually referred to by their names; hence feria came to mean ‘ordinary weekday’. 

	Festschrift
	• noun ( pl. Festschriften or Festschrifts) a collection of writings published in honour of a scholar. — origin late 19th cent.: from German, from Fest ‘celebration’ + Schrift ‘writing’.

	finnesko

	• noun (pl. same) a boot of tanned reindeer skin with the hair on the outside. — origin late 19th cent.: from Norwegian finnsko, from Finn (see Finn) + sko (see shoe).

	fogou 
	• noun ( pl. fogous) Archaeology a form of artificial underground passage or chamber found in Cornwall. — origin from Cornish fogo, fougo. 

	fouetté
	• noun Ballet a pirouette performed with a circular whipping movement of the raised leg to the side. 

• a quick shift of direction of the upper body, performed with one leg extended. 

— origin French, past participle of fouetter ‘to whip’.

	fraise 
	• noun ( pl. pronounced same) (in cookery) a strawberry. 

• [ mass noun ] a white brandy distilled from strawberries. 

— origin French. 

	frottola

	• noun (pl. frottole) Music a form of Italian comic or amorous song, especially from the 15th and 16th centuries. — origin Italian, literally ‘fib, tall story’.

	fustanella

	• noun a stiff white kilt, worn by men in Albania and Greece. — origin mid 19th cent.: from Italian, from modern Greek phoustani, phoustanela, probably from Italian fustagno, from medieval Latin fustaneum (see fustian).

	Gastornis

	• noun a very large flightless bird of the Eocene epoch. — origin modern Latin, from the name of the French scientist Gaston Planté (1834–89), who found the first specimen, + Greek ornis ‘bird’.

	glatt 
	• adjective Judaism (of food) completely kosher; prepared according to a strict interpretation of Jewish dietary law. — origin Yiddish, from German glatt ‘smooth’ + Hebrew kaser ‘proper’. 

	gracile

	• adjective Anthropology (of a hominid species) of slender build.  

• (of a person) attractively slender or thin.
— origin early 17th cent.: from Latin gracilis ‘slender’.

	gravlax

	• noun [mass noun] a Scandinavian dish of dry-cured salmon marinated in herbs.   — origin Swedish, from grav ‘trench’ + lax ‘salmon’ (from the former practice of burying the salmon in salt in a hole in the ground).

	gyan

	• noun [mass noun] Indian knowledge, especially spiritual or religious knowledge. — origin from Hindi jñan.

	hackamore
	• noun a bitless bridle which operates by exerting pressure on the horse's nose. — origin mid 19th cent.: perhaps from Spanish jaquima, earlier xaquima ‘halter’. 

	Halacha 

	• noun [ mass noun ] Jewish law and jurisprudence, based on the Talmud. — derivatives Halachic adjective. — origin from Hebrew halakah ‘law’.

	hamachi

	• noun [mass noun] the young of the Japanese amberjack or yellowtail, which is fished and bred in Japan as a food fish. — origin Japanese.

	Harrington 

	• noun a man's short lightweight jacket with a collar and a zipped front. — origin from the name of Rodney Harrington, a character in the 1960s TV serial Peyton Place, who was associated with the garment. 

	hauberk 

	• noun historical a piece of armour originally covering only the neck and shoulders but later consisting of a full-length coat of mail or military tunic. — origin Middle English: from Old French hauberc, hausberc, originally denoting protection for the neck, of Germanic origin.

	hexapla

	• noun a sixfold text in parallel columns, especially of the Old Testament. — origin early 17th cent. (originally referring to Origen's edition of the Old Testament): from Greek, neuter plural of hexaploos ‘sixfold’, from hex ‘six’ + ploos ‘-fold’.

	huarache
	• noun a leather-thonged sandal, originally worn by Mexican Indians. — origin late 19th cent.: Mexican Spanish.

	Humint

	• noun [mass noun] covert intelligence-gathering by agents or others. — origin late 20th cent.: from human intelligence.

	hydromel

	• noun [mass noun] historical a drink similar to mead, made with fermented honey and water. — origin late Middle English: from Latin, from Greek hudromeli, from hudro- ‘water’ + meli ‘honey’.

	hypostyle

	• adjective Architecture (of a building) having a roof supported by pillars, typically in several rows.
• noun a building having a hypostyle roof.
— origin mid 19th cent.: from Greek hupostulos, from hupo ‘under’ + stulos ‘column’.

	ichnography

	• noun (pl. ichnographies) a ground plan of a building or map of a region.— origin late 16th cent.: from French ichnographie, or via Latin from Greek ikhnographia, from ikhnos ‘track’ + -graphia (see -graphy).

	ideate 

	• verb [with obj. ] chiefly Psychology form an idea of; imagine or conceive. 

• [no obj. ] form ideas; think. 

— origin late 17th cent.: from medieval Latin ideat- ‘formed as an idea’, from the verb ideare, from Latin idea.

	implead
	• verb [with obj.] Law prosecute or take proceedings against. — origin late Middle English emplede, from Old French empleidier, based on plaid.

	influent

	• adjective flowing in.
• noun a stream, especially a tributary, which flows into another stream or lake.
— origin late Middle English (as an adjective): from Latin influent- ‘flowing in’, from influere (see influence). The noun is recorded from the mid 19th cent.

	infotainment
	• noun [ mass noun ] broadcast material which is intended both to entertain and to inform. — origin 1980s (originally US): blend of information and entertainment.

	ingrain
	• verb (also engrain) [with obj. ] firmly fix or establish (a habit, belief, or attitude) in a person. 

• adjective (of a textile) composed of fibres which have been dyed different colours before being woven. 

— origin late Middle English (originally as engrain in the sense ‘dye with cochineal or in fast colours’): from en-, in-2 (as an intensifier) + the verb grain. The adjective is from in grain ‘fast-dyed’, from the old use of grain meaning ‘kermes, cochineal’.

	iridology
	• noun [ mass noun ] (in alternative medicine) diagnosis by examination of the iris of the eye. — derivatives iridologist noun. — origin early 20th cent.: from Greek iris, irid- ‘iris’ + -logy.

	jean
	• noun [ mass noun ] heavy twilled cotton cloth, especially denim: [as modifier ] a jean jacket. 

• [ count noun ] (in commercial use) a pair of jeans: a button-fly jean. 

— origin late 15th cent. (as an adjective): from Old French Janne (now Gênes), from medieval Latin Janua ‘Genoa’, the place of original production. The noun sense comes from jean fustian, literally ‘fustian from Genoa’, used in the 16th cent. to denote a heavy twilled cotton cloth.

	jebel 

	• noun (in the Middle East and North Africa) a mountain or hill, or a range of hills. — origin colloquial Arabic form of jabal ‘mountain’. 

	juba

	• noun [mass noun] a dance originating among plantation slaves in the southern US, featuring rhythmic handclapping and slapping of the thighs. — origin late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.

	kami
	• noun (pl. same) a divine being in the Shinto religion. — origin Japanese.

	kangha

	• noun a comb worn in the hair as one of the five distinguishing signs of the Sikh Khalsa. — origin from Punjabi kangha. 

	kaross

	• noun S. African a rug or blanket of sewn animal skins, formerly worn as a garment by African people, now used as a bed or floor covering. — origin South African Dutch, from Khoikhoi karos

	kata
	• noun [mass noun] a system of individual training exercises in karate and other martial arts.
• [count noun] (pl. same or katas) an individual training exercise in karate and other martial arts.
— origin Japanese

	khanga
	• noun [ mass noun ] a light East African cotton fabric printed with coloured designs, used mainly for women's clothing. — origin Kiswahili.

	Khoja
	• noun a member of an Ismaili sect found mainly in western India. — origin early 17th cent. (in the sense ‘Muslim scribe or teacher’): from Turkish hoca, from Persian.

	kirtan
	• noun Hinduism a devotional song, typically about the life of Krishna, in which a group repeats lines sung by a leader. — origin from Sanskrit kirtana.

	kitenge 
	• noun [ mass noun ] an East African cotton fabric printed in various colours and designs with distinctive borders, used especially for women's clothing. — origin from Kiswahili kitengele.

	klezmer 

	• noun ( pl. klezmorim) [ mass noun ] traditional eastern European Jewish music. 

• [ count noun ] a musician who plays klezmer music. — origin 1920s: Yiddish, contraction of Hebrew kele zemer ‘musical instruments’. 

	koan
	• noun a paradoxical anecdote or riddle without a solution, used in Zen Buddhism to demonstrate the inadequacy of logical reasoning and provoke enlightenment. — origin Japanese, literally ‘matter for public thought’, from Chinese gongàn ‘official business’.

	kombi
	• noun (pl. kombis) S. African a minibus, especially one used to transport passengers commercially. — origin from Volkswagen's proprietary name, abbreviation of German Kombiwagen ‘combination car’.

	korfball 

	• noun [ mass noun ] a game similar to basketball, played by teams each consisting of six men and six women. — origin early 20th cent.: from Dutch korfbal, from korf ‘basket’ + bal ‘ball’. 

	leat
	• noun Brit. an open watercourse conducting water to a mill. — origin late 16th cent.: from Old English -gelæt (recorded in wætergelæt ‘water channel’), related to lætan ‘to let’.

	Lebensraum 

	• noun [ mass noun ] the territory which a state or nation believes is needed for its natural development. — origin German, literally ‘living space’ (originally with reference to Germany).

	legit
	• adjective informal conforming to the rules; legal: is this car legit?
• (of a person) not engaging in illegal activity or attempting to deceive; honest: he used to be a bad boy, but now he's totally legit.
— origin early 20th cent.: abbreviation of legitimate.

	linhay
	• noun dialect a shed or other farm building open in front, typically with a lean-to roof. — origin late 17th cent.: of unknown origin.

	llano 

	• noun ( pl. llanos) (in South America) a treeless grassy plain. — origin Spanish, from Latin planum ‘plain’. 

	loge
	• noun a private box or enclosure in a theatre. — origin mid 18th cent.: from French.

	longeron
	• noun a longitudinal structural component of an aircraft's fuselage. — origin early 20th cent.: from French, literally ‘girder’.

	lotto
	• noun 1. [ mass noun ] a children's game similar to bingo, in which numbered or illustrated counters or cards are drawn by the players. 2. chiefly N. Amer. a lottery. — origin late 18th cent.: from Italian.

	Lupercalia
	• plural noun [usu. treated as sing.] an ancient Roman festival of purification and fertility, held annually on 15 February. — derivatives Lupercalian adjective. — origin Latin, neuter plural of lupercalis ‘relating to Lupercus’, Roman equivalent of the Greek god Pan.

	majuscule
	• noun [ mass noun ] large lettering, either capital or uncial, in which all the letters are the same height. 

• [ count noun ] a large letter. 

— origin early 18th cent.: from French, from Latin majuscula (littera) ‘somewhat greater (letter)’.

	malagueña
	• noun a Spanish dance similar to the fandango. — origin mid 19th cent.: Spanish, lit. ‘of Málaga’.

	marled
	• adjective (chiefly of yarn or fabric) mottled or streaked. — origin early 16th cent.: perhaps a shortening of marbled

	marocain 

	• noun [ mass noun ] a dress fabric of ribbed crêpe, made of silk or wool or both. — origin 1920s: from French, literally ‘Moroccan’, from Maroc ‘Morocco’. 

	Maronite
	• noun a member of a Christian sect of Syrian origin, living chiefly in Lebanon and in communion with the Roman Catholic Church. 

• adjective relating to the Maronites. 

— origin early 16th cent.: from medieval Latin Maronita, from the name of John Maro, a 5th-cent. Syrian religious leader, who may have been the first Maronite patriarch.

	Marrano 

	• noun ( pl. Marranos) (in medieval Spain) a Jew or Moor who had converted to Christianity, especially one who professed conversion in order to avoid persecution. — origin Spanish, of unknown origin. 

	meltemi 

	• noun a dry north-westerly wind which blows during the summer in the eastern Mediterranean. — origin from modern Greek meltémi, Turkish meltem 

	mikva
	• noun a bath in which certain Jewish ritual purifications are performed. — origin mid 19th cent.: from Yiddish mikve, from Hebrew miqweh, literally ‘collection (usually of water)’.

	monoglot

	• adjective using or speaking only one language: monoglot Irish-speakers.
• noun a person who speaks only one language.
— origin mid 19th cent.: from Greek monoglottos, from monos ‘single’ + glotta ‘tongue’.

	montuno

	• noun (pl. montunos) 1. a traditional costume worn by men from Panama, consisting of short white cotton trousers and an embroidered shirt. 2. an improvised passage in a rumba. — origin American Spanish, literally ‘native to mountains, untamed’.

	mortadella
	• noun [mass noun] a type of light pink, smooth-textured Italian sausage containing pieces of fat, typically served in slices. — origin Italian diminutive, formed irregularly from Latin murtatum ‘(sausage) seasoned with myrtle berries’.

	Mudville 

	• noun [ mass noun ] N. Amer. (in sport, especially baseball) used with reference to the emotions felt by fans or a team according to the outcome of a game: there was joy in Mudville following the Vancouver Bar Association league ‘A’ division championship. — origin the name of a fictional town in E. L. Thayer's poem ‘Casey at the Bat’ (1888), which features the defeat of its baseball team

	muniments
	• plural noun chiefly Law title deeds or other documents proving a person's title to land. — origin late Middle English: via Old French from Latin munimentum ‘defence’ (in medieval Latin ‘title deed’), from munire ‘fortify’.

	mystagogue  


	• noun a teacher or propounder of mystical doctrines. — derivatives mystagogy noun. — origin mid 16th cent.: from French, or via Latin from Greek mustagogos, from mustes ‘initiated person’ + agogos ‘leading’. 

	Navaratri
	• noun a Hindu autumn festival extending over the nine nights before Dussehra. It is associated with many local observances, especially the Bengali festival of Durga. — origin Sanskrit, literally ‘nine nights’.

	Nok
	• noun [usu. as modifier] Archaeology an ancient civilization of northern Nigeria, dated to the 5th–3rd centuries bc. It is characterized by the production of distinctive terracotta figurines and is significant for its development of iron-working. — origin from the name of the site where remains of this culture were found.

	nomarch
	• noun  1. the governor of an ancient Egyptian nome.  2. the senior administrator of a modern Greek nomarchy. — origin mid 17th cent.: from Greek nomarkhes or nomarkhos, from nomos ‘nome’ + arkhes ‘governor’.

	noyau 

	• noun ( pl. noyaux) [ mass noun ] a liqueur made of brandy flavoured with fruit kernels. — origin French, literally ‘kernel’, based on Latin nux, nuc- ‘nut’.

	nunchaku
	• noun (pl. same or nunchakus) a Japanese martial arts weapon consisting of two hardwood sticks joined together by a chain, rope, or thong.  — origin Japanese, from Okinawa dialect.

	octastyle 

	• adjective (of a building or portico) having eight columns at the end or in front. 

• noun an octastyle portico or building. 

— origin early 18th cent.: via Latin from Greek oktastulos, from okta- ‘eight’ + stulos ‘pillar’. 

	ogham
	• noun [ mass noun ] an ancient British and Irish alphabet, consisting of twenty characters formed by parallel strokes on either side of or across a continuous line. 

• [ count noun ] an inscription in or character from the ogham alphabet. 
— origin early 18th cent.: from Irish ogam, connected with Ogma, the name of its mythical inventor

	Oldowan
	• adjective Archaeology relating to or denoting an early Lower Palaeolithic culture of Africa, dated to about 2.0–1.5 million years ago. It is characterized by primitive stone tools that are associated chiefly with Homo habilis.
• [as noun] (the Oldowan) the Oldowan culture or period.
— origin 1930s: from Oldoway, alteration of Olduvai Gorge, Tanzania, + -an.

	oompah
	• noun [ mass noun ] the rhythmical sound of deep-toned brass instruments in a band. 

• verb ( oompahs, oompahing, oompahed) [no obj. ] make an ‘oompah’. 

— origin late 19th cent.: imitative.

	orchestrion 
	• noun a large mechanical musical instrument designed to imitate the sound of an orchestra. — origin mid 19th cent.: from orchestra, on the pattern of accordion. 

	pakora
	• noun (in Indian cookery) a piece of vegetable or meat, coated in seasoned batter and deep-fried. — origin from Hindi pakora, denoting a dish of vegetables in gram flour.

	panino
	• noun ( pl. panini) a sandwich made with a baguette or with Italian bread, typically one that is toasted. — origin 1950s: from Italian, literally ‘bread roll’. 

	panstick
	• noun [ mass noun ] a kind of matt cosmetic foundation in stick form, widely used in theatrical make-up. — origin 1940s: from pancake + stick. 

	pantec
	• noun Austral./NZ informal a container trailer forming the rear part of an articulated lorry. — origin 1970s: abbreviation of pantechnicon.

	Pantisocracy
	• noun [mass noun] a form of utopian social organization in which all are equal in social position and responsibility. — derivatives Pantisocratic adjective. — origin late 18th cent.: from panto- ‘all’ + Greek isokratia ‘equality of power’.

	pantsula
	• noun ( pl. pantsulas or mapantsula) S. African informal 

1. a fashionable young urban black person, especially a man. 

2. [ mass noun ] a dance style in which each person performs a solo turn within a circle of dancers doing a repetitive, shuffling step. 

— origin perhaps related to Zulu p(h)ansula ‘strike sharply (with a whip)’, with reference to elements of the dance style.

	pappardelle
	• plural noun pasta in the form of broad flat ribbons, usually served with a meat sauce. — origin Italian, from pappare ‘eat hungrily’.

	paratha
	• noun (in Indian cookery) a flat, thick piece of unleavened bread fried on a griddle. — origin from Hindi paratha.

	partial
	• noun Brit. a person with the right to live in the UK through the British birth of a parent or grandparent. — derivatives patriality noun. — origin early 17th cent.: from French, or from medieval Latin patrialis, from Latin patria ‘fatherland’, from pater ‘father’

	pashka
	• noun [ mass noun ] a rich Russian dessert made with curd cheese, dried fruit, nuts, and spices, and traditionally eaten at Easter. — origin Russian, literally ‘Easter’.

	passus
	• noun (pl. same) a section, division, or canto of a story or poem, especially a medieval one. — origin late 16th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘step, pace’, in medieval Latin ‘passage of a book’.

	paten
	• noun a plate, typically made of gold or silver, used for holding the bread during the Eucharist and sometimes as a cover for the chalice. 

• a shallow metal plate or dish. 

— origin Middle English: from Old French patene, from Latin patina ‘shallow dish’, from Greek patane ‘a plate’.

	pavé

	• noun 1. a setting of precious stones placed so closely together that no metal shows: a solid diamond pavé.  2. a paved street, road, or path.  — origin French, literally ‘paved’, past participle of paver.

	penates

	• plural noun household gods worshipped in conjunction with Vesta and the lares by the ancient Romans. — origin Latin, from penus ‘provision of food’; related to penes ‘within’

	pensionnat
	• noun ( pl. pronounced same) (in France and other European countries) a boarding school. — origin French.

	phalera
	• noun ( pl. phalerae) (in ancient Greece and Rome) a bright metal disc worn on the chest as an ornament by men, or used to adorn the harness of horses. — origin Latin, from the Greek plural phalara.

	piaffe
	• noun (also piaffer) a movement performed in advanced dressage and classical riding, in which the horse executes a slow elevated trot without moving forward. 

• verb [no obj. ] (of a horse) perform a piaffe. 

— origin mid 18th cent.: from French piaffer ‘to strut’.

	pibroch

	• noun [mass noun] a form of music for the Scottish bagpipes involving elaborate variations on a theme, typically of a martial or funerary character. 
• [count noun] a piece of pibroch music. 
— origin early 18th cent.: from Scottish Gaelic piobaireachd ‘art of piping’, from piobair ‘piper’, from piob, from English pipe.

	pistolero
	• noun (pl. pistoleros) (in Spain and Spanish-speaking areas) a gunman or gangster. — origin Spanish.

	polynya
	• noun a stretch of open water surrounded by ice, especially in Arctic seas. — origin mid 19th cent.: from Russian, from the base of pole ‘field’.

	pongee
	• noun [ mass noun ] a soft, unbleached type of Chinese fabric, originally made from threads of raw silk and now also other fibres such as cotton which are usually mercerized. — origin early 18th cent.: from Chinese (Mandarin dialect) benji literally ‘own loom’ or benzhì literally ‘home-woven’.

	pontil
	• noun (in glass-making) an iron rod used to hold or shape soft glass. — origin mid 19th cent.: from French, apparently from Italian pontello ‘small point’, diminutive of punto (see Fiat).

	postilion
	• noun a person who rides the leading nearside (left-hand side) horse of a team or pair drawing a coach or carriage, especially when there is no coachman. — origin mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘forerunner acting as guide to the post-horse rider’): from French postillon, from Italian postiglione ‘post-boy’, from posta (see post).

	preciosity
	• noun [mass noun] excessive refinement in art, music, or language. — origin mid 19th cent.: suggested by French préciosité, a sense derived from Molière's Les Précieuses Ridicules (1659), a comedy in which ladies frequenting the literary salons of Paris were satirized.

	predikant
	• noun S. African a minister of the Dutch Reformed Church. — origin Dutch, from ecclesiastical Latin praedicare ‘preach’.

	prepositive
	• adjective Grammar (of a word, particle, etc.) placed in front of the word that it governs or modifies. — origin late 16th cent.: from late Latin praepositivus.

	primavera
	• noun [ mass noun ] the hard, light-coloured timber of a Central American tree. 

The tree is Cybistax donnellsmithii, family Bignoniaceae. 

• adjective [ postpositive ] (of a pasta dish) made with lightly sautéed spring vegetables: linguine primavera. 

— origin late 19th cent.: from Spanish, denoting the season of spring, from Latin primus ‘first, earliest’ + ver ‘spring’ (alluding to the tree's early flowering).

	proa
	• noun a type of sailing boat originating in Malaysia and Indonesia that may be sailed with either end at the front, typically having a large triangular sail and an outrigger. — origin late 16th cent.: from Malay perahu.

	prosauropod
	• noun an elongated partly bipedal herbivorous dinosaur of the late Triassic and early Jurassic periods, related to the ancestors of sauropods.
Infraorder Prosauropoda, suborder Sauropodomorpha, order Saurischia. — origin 1950s: from pro- ‘before in time’ + sauropod.

	protonotary
	• noun ( pl. protonotaries) chiefly historical a chief clerk in some law courts, originally in the Byzantine court. — origin late Middle English: via medieval Latin from late Greek protonotarios, from protos ‘first’ + notarios ‘notary’.

	pseudomonas
	• noun Microbiology a bacterium which occurs in soil and detritus, including a number that are pathogens of plants or animals. Genus Pseudomonas; aerobic Gram-negative bacteria.  — origin modern Latin, from pseudo- ‘false’ + monas ‘monad’.

	pycnocline
	• noun Geography a layer in an ocean or other body of water in which water density increases rapidly with depth. — origin 1950s: from Greek puknos ‘thick’ + cline.

	pye-dog
	• noun a stray mongrel, especially in Asia. — origin mid 19th cent.: from Anglo-Indian pye, Hindi pahi ‘outsider’ + dog.

	raita 
	• noun [ mass noun ] an Indian side dish of yogurt containing chopped cucumber or other vegetables, and spices. — origin from Hindi rayta.

	rapparee
	• noun a bandit or irregular soldier in Ireland in the 17th century. — origin from Irish rapaire ‘short pike’.

	raster
	• noun a rectangular pattern of parallel scanning lines followed by the electron beam on a television screen or computer monitor. — origin 1930s: from German Raster, literally ‘screen’, from Latin rastrum ‘rake’, from ras- ‘scraped’, from the verb radere.

	rath 
	• noun Archaeology (in Ireland) a strong circular earthen wall forming an enclosure and serving as a fort and residence for a tribal chief. — origin Irish.

	regalia 

	• plural noun [treated as sing. or pl. ] the emblems or insignia of royalty, especially the crown, sceptre, and other ornaments used at a coronation. 

• the distinctive clothing worn and ornaments carried at formal occasions as an indication of status: the Bishop of Florence in full regalia. 

— origin mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘royal powers’): from medieval Latin, literally ‘royal privileges’, from Latin, neuter plural of regalis ‘regal’. 

— usage The word regalia comes from Latin and is, technically speaking, the plural of regalis. However, in the way the word is used in English today it behaves as a collective noun, similar to words like staff or government. This means that it can be used with either a singular or plural verb (the regalia of Russian tsardom is now displayed in the Kremlin or the regalia of Russian tsardom are now displayed in the Kremlin), but it has no other singular form. 

	regolith 


	• noun [ mass noun ] Geology the layer of unconsolidated solid material covering the bedrock of a planet. — origin late 19th cent.: from Greek rhegos ‘rug, blanket’ + -lith. 

	repêchage
	• noun (in rowing and other sports) a contest in which the runners-up in the eliminating heats compete for a place in the final. — origin early 20th cent.: French, from repêcher ‘fish out, rescue’.

	rigadoon 

	• noun a lively dance for couples, in duple or quadruple time, of Provençal origin. — origin late 17th cent.: from French rigaudon, perhaps named after its inventor, said to be a dance teacher called Rigaud. 

	ripieno
	• noun (pl. ripienos or ripieni) [usu. as modifier] Music the body of instruments accompanying the concertino in baroque concerto music: the concertino is accompanied by ripieno strings. — origin early 18th cent. (in the sense ‘supplementary’): from Italian, from ri- ‘again’ + pieno ‘full’.

	roc
	• noun a gigantic mythological bird described in the Arabian Nights. — origin late 16th cent.: ultimately from Persian ruk.

	Rolfing
	• noun [mass noun] a massage technique aimed at the vertical realignment of the body, and therefore deep enough to release muscular tension at skeletal level, which can contribute to the relief of long-standing tension and neuroses. — derivatives Rolf verb. — origin 1970s: from the name of Ida P. Rolf (1897–1979), American physiotherapist, + -ing.

	roman-fleuve
	• noun (pl. romans-fleuves pronunc. same) a novel featuring the leisurely description of the lives of closely related people.
• a sequence of related, self-contained novels.
— origin French, literally ‘river novel’.

	roscoe
	• noun US informal, dated a gun, especially a pistol or revolver. — origin early 20th cent.: from the surname Roscoe.

	rowel
	• noun a spiked revolving disc at the end of a spur. 

• verb ( rowels, rowelling, rowelled; US rowels, roweling, roweled) [with obj. ] use a rowel to urge on (a horse): he rowelled his horse on as fast as he could. 

— origin Middle English: from Old French roel(e), from late Latin rotella, diminutive of Latin rota ‘wheel’.

	rudaceous
	• adjective Geology (of rock) composed of fragments of relatively large size (larger than sand grains). — origin early 20th cent.: from Latin rudus ‘rubble’ + -aceous.

	sambhar 

	• noun [ mass noun ] a spicy south Indian dish consisting of lentils and vegetables. — origin from Tamil campar, via Marathi from Sanskrit sambhara ‘collection, materials’. 

	sambuca
	• noun [mass noun] an Italian aniseed-flavoured liqueur. — origin Italian, from Latin sambucus ‘elder tree’.

	sarsenet
	• noun [ mass noun ] a fine, soft silk fabric, used as a lining material and in dressmaking. — origin late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French sarzinett, perhaps a diminutive of sarzin ‘Saracen’, suggested by Old French drap sarrasinois ‘Saracen cloth’.

	savate
	• noun [mass noun] a French method of boxing in which feet and fists are used.  — origin French, originally denoting an ill-fitting shoe.

	seif
	• noun a sand dune in the form of a long, narrow ridge. — origin early 20th cent.: from Arabic sayf ‘sword’ (because of the shape).

	selva 

	• noun a tract of land covered by dense equatorial forest, especially in the Amazon basin. — origin mid 19th cent.: from Spanish or Portuguese, from Latin silva ‘wood’. 

	shabti
	• noun ( pl. shabtis) each of a set of wooden, stone, or faience figurines, in the form of mummies, placed in an ancient Egyptian tomb to do any work that the dead person might be called upon to do in the afterlife. — origin from Egyptian sbty, literally ‘answerer’.

	shakudo
	• noun [mass noun] a Japanese alloy of copper and gold, typically having a blue patina. — origin mid 19th cent.: Japanese, from shaku ‘red’ + do ‘copper’.

	shakuhachi
	• noun ( pl. shakuhachis) a Japanese bamboo flute, held vertically when played.  — origin late 19th cent.: Japanese, from shaku, a measure of length (approx. 0.33 metre) + hachi ‘eight (tenths)’. 

	shastra
	• noun (in Hinduism and some forms of Buddhism) a work of sacred scripture. — origin from Sanskrit sastra.

	Shinkansen 

	• noun ( pl. same) (in Japan) a railway system carrying high-speed passenger trains. 

• a train operating on such a system. 

— origin Japanese, from shin ‘new’ + kansen ‘main line’. 

	shiur
	• noun ( pl. shiurim) Judaism a Talmudic study session, usually led by a rabbi. — origin from Hebrew si´ur ‘measure, portion’.

	shoepack
	• noun N. Amer. an oiled leather boot, typically having a rubber sole. — origin mid 18th cent.: from Delaware (Unami) sippack ‘shoes’, from cípahkpo ‘moccasins’, later assimilated to shoe and pack.

	siciliano
	• noun (pl. sicilianos) a dance, song, or instrumental piece in 6/8 or 12/8 time, typically in a minor key, and evoking a pastoral mood. — origin Italian, literally ‘Sicilian’.

	slivovitz
	• noun [mass noun] a type of plum brandy made chiefly in the former Yugoslavia and in Romania. — origin from Serbo-Croat sljivovica, from sljiva ‘plum’.

	sloot 


	• noun S. African a deep gully eroded by rainfall. 

• historical a narrow water channel constructed for irrigation. 

— origin Afrikaans, from Dutch sloot ‘ditch’. 

	sodality
	• noun ( pl. sodalities) a confraternity or association, especially a Roman Catholic religious guild or brotherhood. — origin early 17th cent.: from French sodalité or Latin sodalitas, from sodalis ‘comrade’

	soma
	• noun 1. Biology the parts of an organism other than the reproductive cells. 2. the body as distinct from the soul, mind, or psyche. — origin late 19th cent.: from Greek soma ‘body’.

	sousaphone
	• noun an American form of tuba with a wide bell pointing forward above the player's head, used in marching bands. — derivatives sousaphonist noun. — origin 1920s: named after J. P. Sousa, on the pattern of saxophone.

	spelter
	• noun [mass noun] commercial crude smelted zinc.
• a solder or other alloy in which zinc is the main constituent.
— origin mid 17th cent.: compare with Old French espeautre, Middle Dutch speauter; related to pewter.

	spumoni 

	• noun [ mass noun ] N. Amer. a kind of ice-cream dessert with different colours and flavours in layers. — origin from Italian spumone, from spuma ‘foam’. 

	squatt 

	• noun the larva of the common housefly, used by anglers as bait. — origin 1930s: perhaps from the adjective squat

	stannary
	• noun (pl. stannaries) (usu. the stannaries) Brit., chiefly historical a tin-mining district in Cornwall or Devon. — origin late Middle English: from medieval Latin stannaria (plural), from late Latin stannum ‘tin’.

	statoscope
	• noun a form of aneroid barometer for measuring minute variations of pressure, used especially to indicate the altitude of an aircraft. — origin early 20th cent.: from Greek statos ‘standing’ + -scope.

	stegosaur
	• noun a small-headed quadrupedal herbivorous dinosaur of the Jurassic and early Cretaceous periods, with a double row of large bony plates or spines along the back. Infraorder Stegosauria, order Ornithischia: several genera, including Stegosaurus. — origin modern Latin, from Greek stege ‘covering’ + sauros ‘lizard’.

	stereobate
	• noun Architecture a solid mass of masonry serving as a foundation for a wall or row of columns. — origin mid 19th cent.: from French stéréobate, via Latin from Greek stereobates, from Greek stereos ‘solid’ + bates ‘base’ (from bainein ‘to walk’).

	Stevengraph 

	• noun a type of small picture made from brightly coloured woven silk, produced during the late 19th century. — origin named after Thomas Stevens (1828–88), English weaver, whose firm made them.

	stovies
	• plural noun Scottish a dish of potatoes stewed in a pot. — origin late 19th cent.: from Scots stove ‘stew meat or vegetables’, perhaps partly from Dutch stoven.

	stumer
	• noun Brit. Informal 1. a worthless cheque or a counterfeit coin or note.   2. a failure: his piece was a stumer, a complete flop. — origin late 19th cent.: of unknown origin.

	subaudition
	• noun a thing that is not stated, only implied or inferred. — origin late 18th cent.: from late Latin subauditio(n-), from subaudire ‘understand’.

	subjunct
	• noun Grammar an adverb or prepositional phrase used in a role that does not form part of the basic clause structure, for example kindly in he kindly offered to help. — origin early 20th cent.: from Latin subjunctus, past participle of subjungere (see subjoin).

	superjacent
	• adjective technical lying over or above something else; overlying. — origin late 16th cent.: from Latin superjacent-, from super- ‘over’ + jacere ‘to lie’.

	surtout
	• noun historical a man's greatcoat of a similar style to a frock coat. — origin late 17th cent.: from French, from sur ‘over’ + tout ‘everything’.

	swaption 

	• noun Finance an option giving the right but not the obligation to engage in a swap. — origin 1980s: blend of swap and option. 

	swash
	• adjective Printing denoting an ornamental written or printed character, typically a capital letter. — origin late 17th cent.: of unknown origin.

	syrtaki
	• noun ( pl. syrtakis) a Greek folk dance in which dancers form a line or chain. — origin modern Greek, from Greek surtos ‘drawn, led’ + the diminutive suffix -aki.

	takht 
	• noun (in Eastern countries) a sofa or long bench, or a bed. — origin from Persian takt. 

	tantivy
	• noun (pl. tantivies) a rapid gallop or ride. • exclamation used as a hunting cry. — origin mid 17th cent.: probably imitative of the sound of galloping.

	telemark 
	• noun (also telemark turn) a turn, performed on skis to which only the toe of each boot is fixed, with the outer ski advanced and the knee bent: [as modifier ] telemark skiing. 

• verb [no obj., with adverbial ] perform a telemark turn while skiing: they went telemarking silently through the trees. 

— origin early 20th cent.: named after Telemark, a district in Norway, where it originated.

	terne
	• noun (also terne metal) [mass noun] a lead alloy containing about 20 per cent tin and often some antimony.
• (also terne plate) thin sheet iron or steel coated with terne.
— origin mid 19th cent. (denoting terne plate): probably from French terne ‘dull, tarnished’.

	Tetragrammaton 
	• noun the Hebrew name of God transliterated in four letters as YHWH or JHVH and articulated as Yahweh or Jehovah.  — origin Greek, neuter of tetragrammatos ‘having four letters’, from tetra- ‘four’ + gramma, grammat- ‘letter’.

	thermae
	• plural noun (in ancient Greece and Rome) hot baths used for public bathing. — origin Latin, from Greek thermai ‘hot baths’, from therme ‘heat’.

	tholos 
	• noun ( pl. tholoi) Archaeology a dome-shaped tomb of ancient Greek origin, especially one dating from the Mycenaean period. — origin Greek. 

	tian
	• noun ( pl. pronounced same) a dish of sliced vegetables cooked in olive oil and then layered in a dish and baked au gratin. 

• a large oval earthenware cooking pot traditionally used in Provence. 

— origin Provençal, based on Greek teganon ‘frying pan’. 

	traghetto
	• noun ( pl. traghetti) (in Venice) a landing place or jetty for gondolas. 

• a gondola ferry. 

— origin Italian.

	trishaw

	• noun a light three-wheeled vehicle with pedals used in the Far East. — origin 1940s: from tri- ‘three’ + rickshaw.

	tupik
	• noun a hut or tent made of animal skins used by Inuits in the Canadian Arctic as a summer dwelling. — origin from Inuit tupiq.

	tussore
	• noun (also tussore silk) [mass noun] coarse silk from the larvae of the tussore moth and related species. — origin late 16th cent.: from Hindi tasar, from Sanskrit tasara ‘shuttle’.

	vaquero
	• noun ( pl. vaqueros) (in Spanish-speaking parts of the US) a cowboy; a cattle driver. — origin Spanish, from vaca ‘cow’.

	varistor
	• noun a semiconductor diode with resistance dependent on the applied voltage. — origin 1930s: contraction of varying resistor.

	veleta 
	• noun a ballroom dance in triple time, faster than a waltz and with partners side by side. — origin early 20th cent.: from Spanish, literally ‘weathervane’. 

	ventiduct

	• noun Architecture a duct passing through a wall for ventilation. — origin early 17th cent.: from Latin ventus ‘wind’ + ductus ‘duct’.

	voiceprint
	• noun a visual record of speech, analysed with respect to frequency, duration, and amplitude. 

— origin 1960s: from the noun voice, on the pattern of fingerprint. 

	Weltanschauung
	• noun ( pl. Weltanschauungen) a particular philosophy or view of life; the world view of an individual or group. — origin German, from Welt ‘world’ + Anschauung ‘perception’. 

	Weymouth
	• noun (also Weymouth bit) a simple curb bit, used especially in a double bridle. 

• (also Weymouth bridle) a double bridle in which the curb bit is a Weymouth bit. 

— origin late 18th cent.: of unknown origin.

	whicker
	• verb [no obj. ] (of a horse) give a soft breathy whinny. 

• noun a whickering sound. 

— origin mid 17th cent. (in the sense ‘to snigger, titter’): imitative.

	windigo
	• noun (pl. windigos or windigoes) (in the folklore of the northern Algonquian Indians) a cannibalistic giant; a person who has been transformed into a monster by the consumption of human flesh. — origin from Ojibwa wintiko

	yakitori
	• noun [ mass noun ] a Japanese dish of chicken pieces grilled on a skewer. — origin Japanese, from yaki ‘grilling, toasting’ + tori ‘bird’.

	yuga 
	• noun Hinduism any of the four ages of the life of the world. — origin Sanskrit. 

	Zener
	• noun Electronics a form of semiconductor diode in which at a critical reverse voltage a large reverse current can flow. — origin 1950s: named after Clarence M. Zener (1905–93), American physicist.

	zeta
	• noun the sixth letter of the Greek alphabet (Ζ, ζ), transliterated as ‘z’. 

• (Zeta) [followed by Latin genitive] Astronomy the sixth star in a constellation: Zeta Ursae Majoris. — origin Greek.


