Word of the Day: 2007 Archive: Words from the Oxford dictionary of English


abaya

• noun a full-length, sleeveless outer garment worn by Arabs. — origin mid 19th cent.: from Arabic ´abaya.

abbacy

• noun (pl. abbacies) the office or period of office of an abbot or abbess. — origin late Middle English: from ecclesiastical Latin abbacia, from abbas, abbat- (see abbot).

abbé

• noun (in France) an abbot or other cleric. — origin mid 16th cent.: French, from ecclesiastical Latin abbas, abbat- .

acceptation

• noun a particular sense or the generally recognized meaning (common acceptation) of a word or phrase.

— origin late Middle English (originally in the sense ‘favourable reception, approval’): from late Latin acceptatio(n-), from the verb acceptare (see accept). The current sense dates from the early 17th cent

acquittance

• noun Law a written receipt attesting the settlement of a fine or debt. — origin Middle English: from Old French, from aquiter ‘discharge (a debt)’.

adverse

• adjective preventing success or development; harmful; unfavourable: taxes are having an adverse effect on production | adverse weather conditions. — derivatives adversely adverb. — origin late Middle English: from Old French advers, from Latin adversus ‘against, opposite’, past participle of advertere, from ad- ‘to’ + vertere ‘to turn’. Compare with averse. — usage The two words adverse and averse are related in origin but they do not have the same meaning. Adverse means ‘unfavourable or harmful’ and is normally used of conditions and effects rather than people, as in adverse weather conditions. Averse, on the other hand, is used of people, nearly always with to, and means ‘having a strong dislike or opposition to something’, as in I am not averse to helping out. A common error is to use adverse instead of averse, as in he is not adverse to making a profit.

alidade

• noun a sighting device or pointer for determining directions or measuring angles, used in surveying and (formerly) astronomy.  — origin late Middle English: directly or (in modern use) via French and Spanish from Arabic al-´idada ‘the revolving radius’, probably based on adud ‘upper arm’.

aliment

• noun [mass noun] 1. archaic food; nourishment. 2. Scots Law maintenance; alimony. — origin late 15th cent.: from Latin alimentum, from alere ‘nourish’.

alumna

• noun (pl. alumnae) a female former pupil or student of a particular school, college, or university. — origin late 19th cent.: from Latin, feminine of alumnus.
amtrac

• noun US an amphibious tracked vehicle used for landing assault troops on a shore. — origin Second World War: blend of amphibious and tractor.

anaerobe

• noun Biology a micro-organism that is able to, or can only, live in the absence of oxygen. — origin late 19th cent.: from an- + aerobe

ananda

• noun [mass noun] (in Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism) extreme happiness, one of the highest states of being. — origin from Sanskrit ananda ‘blessedness, bliss’.

anaphor

• noun Grammar a word or phrase that refers back to an earlier word or phrase (e.g. in my cousin said she was coming, she is used as an anaphor for my cousin). — origin 1970s: back-formation from anaphora.

apothem

• noun Geometry a line from the centre of a regular polygon at right angles to any of its sides.

— origin late 19th cent.: from Greek apotithenai ‘put aside, deposit’, from apo ‘away’ + tithenai ‘to place’.

apotropaic

• adjective supposedly having the power to avert evil influences or bad luck: apotropaic statues. — derivatives apotropaically adverb. — origin late 19th cent.: from Greek apotropaios ‘averting evil’, from apotrepein ‘turn away or from’ + -ic.

applejack
• noun [mass noun] N. Amer. an alcoholic drink distilled from fermented cider. — origin early 19th cent.: from apple + jack.

Ash Wednesday

• noun the first day of Lent in the Western Christian Church. — origin from the custom of marking the foreheads of penitents with ashes on that day.

assignee

• noun chiefly Law

1. a person to whom a right or liability is legally transferred.

2. a person appointed to act for another.

— origin Middle English: from Old French assigne, past participle of assigner ‘allot’.

athanor

• noun historical a type of furnace used by alchemists, able to maintain a steady heat for long periods. — origin late 15th cent.: from Arabic at-tannur, from al- ‘the’ + tannur ‘baker's oven’.

aureus

• noun (pl. aurei) a Roman coin of the late republic and empire, worth 25 silver denarii. — origin Latin, noun use of aureus ‘golden’, from aurum ‘gold’.

Aurignacian

• adjective Archaeology relating to or denoting the early stages of the Upper Palaeolithic culture in Europe and the Near East. It is dated in most places to about 34–29,000 years ago, and is associated with Cro-Magnon Man.

• [as noun] (the Aurignacian) the Aurignacian culture or period.

— origin early 20th cent.: from French Aurignacien, from Aurignac in SW France, where objects from this culture were found.

auxotroph

• noun Biology a mutant organism (especially a bacterium or fungus) that requires a particular additional nutrient which the normal strain does not. — derivatives auxotrophic adjective. — origin 1950s: from Latin auxilium ‘help’ + Greek trophos ‘feeder’

Avesta

• noun the sacred texts of Zoroastrianism, compiled in the 4th century. — origin Persian.

avunculate

• noun (the avunculate) Anthropology the special relationship in some societies between a man and his sister's son. — origin early 20th cent.: from Latin avunculus ‘maternal uncle’ + -ate 

axenic

• adjective chiefly Botany relating to or denoting a culture that is free from living organisms other than the species required. — derivatives axenically adverb. — origin 1940s: from a- ‘not’ + xenikos ‘alien, strange’ + -ic

azan

• noun the Muslim call to ritual prayer made by a muezzin from the minaret of a mosque (or now often played from a recording).  — origin mid 19th cent.: from Arabic 'adan ‘announcement’.

Bacchanalia
• plural noun [also treated as sing.]

1. the Roman festival of Bacchus.

2. (bacchanalia) drunken celebrations.

— origin late 16th cent.: from Latin bacchanalia, neuter plural of the adjective bacchanalis 
balmacaan

• noun a loose-fitting overcoat with a small rounded collar, typically having raglan sleeves. — origin early 20th cent.: named after Balmacaan, an estate near Inverness in Scotland.
balmoral

• noun

1. a round brimless hat with a cockade or ribbons attached, worn by certain Scottish regiments.

2. a heavy laced leather walking boot.

— origin mid 19th cent. (in sense 2): named after Balmoral Castle in Scotland.

banneret

• noun historical

1. a knight who commanded his own troops in battle under his own banner.

2. a knighthood given on the battlefield for courage.

— origin Middle English: from Old French baneret, literally ‘bannered’, from baniere ‘banner’

barbola

• noun [mass noun] the craft of making small models of fruit or flowers from a plastic paste. — origin 1920s: an arbitrary formation from barbotine.

barbotine

• noun [mass noun] slip (liquid clay) used to decorate pottery. — origin mid 19th cent.: from French.

Bardolino

• noun [mass noun] a red wine from the Veneto region of Italy. — origin Italian.

battue

• noun [mass noun] the driving of game towards hunters by beaters.

• [count noun] a shooting party arranged so that beaters can drive the game towards the hunters.

— origin early 19th cent.: from French, feminine past participle of battre ‘to beat’, from Latin battuere.

beestings

• plural noun [treated as sing.] the first milk produced by a cow or goat after giving birth.

— origin Old English bysting, of West Germanic origin; related to Dutch biest and German Biest(milch).

Benedictus

• noun Christian Church

1. an invocation beginning Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini (Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord) forming a set part of the Mass.

2. a canticle beginning Benedictus Dominus Deus (Blessed be the Lord God) from Luke 1:68–79.

— origin Latin, ‘blessed’, past participle of benedicere ‘wish well’.

berg

• noun S. African a mountain or hill. Also 'the Berg' the Drakensberg mountain range. — origin Dutch.

bergen

• noun Brit. a type of rucksack supported by a frame, used by the military. — origin early 20th cent.: of unknown origin.

bestiary

• noun (pl. bestiaries) a descriptive or anecdotal treatise on various kinds of animal, especially a medieval work with a moralizing tone.  — origin mid 19th cent.: from medieval Latin bestiarium, from Latin bestia ‘beast’.

bhelpuri

• noun [mass noun] an Indian dish of puffed rice, onions, spices, and hot chutney. — origin from Hindi bhel ‘mixture’ + puri ‘deep-fried bread’.

bhuna

• noun [mass noun] a medium-hot dry curry originating in Bengal, prepared typically by frying meat with spices at a high temperature: lamb bhuna. — origin from Bengali, Urdu bhunna ‘to be fried’, ultimately from Sanskrit bhrajj ‘to fry, parch, roast’.

biotecture

• noun [mass noun] the use of living plants as an integral part of the design of buildings. — origin 1980s: from bio- ‘of living organisms’ + a shortened form of architecture.

biotic

• adjective relating to or resulting from living organisms: biotic interactions. — origin mid 19th cent.: from French biotique, or via late Latin from Greek biotikos, from bios ‘life’

birlinn

• noun a large rowing boat or barge of a kind formerly used in the Western Islands of Scotland. — origin late 16th cent.: Scottish Gaelic.

bivvy

• verb (bivvies, bivvying, bivvied) [no obj.] stay in a small tent or temporary shelter.

• noun (pl. bivvies) a small tent or temporary shelter.  — origin early 20th cent.: abbreviation of bivouac

blitzkrieg

• noun an intense military campaign intended to bring about a swift victory. — origin Second World War: from German, literally ‘lightning war’.

bonze

• noun a Japanese or Chinese Buddhist religious teacher. — origin late 16th cent.: probably from Japanese bonzo, bonso ‘priest’.

boulle

• noun [mass noun] brass, tortoiseshell, or other material cut to make a pattern and used for inlaying furniture: [as modifier] boulle cabinets. — origin early 19th cent.: from French boule, from the name of André Charles Boulle (1642–1732), French cabinetmaker. The variant buhl is apparently a modern Germanized spelling.

brachiosaurus

• noun a huge herbivorous dinosaur of the late Jurassic to mid Cretaceous periods, with forelegs much longer than the hind legs. Genus Brachiosaurus, infraorder Sauropoda, order Saurischia. — origin modern Latin, from Greek brakhion ‘arm’ + sauros ‘lizard’
bridewell

• noun archaic a prison or reform school for petty offenders.  — origin mid 16th cent.: named after St Bride's Well in the City of London, near which such a building stood

burka

• noun a long, loose garment covering the whole body from head to feet, worn in public by women in many Muslim countries. — origin from Urdu and Persian burqa´, from Arabic burqu

bushveld

• noun (the Bushveld) a region in the hot dry north-east of South Africa and adjoining countries.

• [mass noun] the type of vegetation of the Bushveld, dominated by low-growing thorn trees and bush.

— origin late 19th cent.: from bush + veld, influenced by Afrikaans bosveld.

cabochon

• noun a gem that has been polished but not faceted. — phrases en cabochon (of a gem) polished but not faceted. — origin mid 16th cent.: from French, diminutive of caboche ‘head’.

caduceus

• noun (pl. caducei) an ancient Greek or Roman herald's wand, typically one with two serpents twined round it, carried by the messenger god Hermes or Mercury. — origin Latin, from Doric Greek karukeion from Greek kerux ‘herald’.

calamites

• noun (pl. same) a swamp plant with jointed stems that belonged to an extinct group related to the horsetails, growing to a height of 18 m (60 ft). Calamites and other genera, family Calamitaceae, class Sphenopsida. — origin modern Latin, from calamus.

calumet

• noun a North American Indian peace pipe. — origin late 17th cent.: from French, from late Latin calamellus ‘little reed’, diminutive of Latin calamus (referring to the pipe's reed stem).

Camisard

• noun a member of the French Protestant insurgents who rebelled against the persecution that followed the revocation of the Edict of Nantes. — origin French, from Provençal camisa, from late Latin camisia ‘shirt’, because of the white shirts worn by the insurgents over their clothing for ease of recognition.

campesino

• noun (pl. campesinos) (in Spain and Spanish-speaking countries) a peasant farmer. — origin Spanish.
campo

• noun (pl. campos)

1. (in South America, especially Brazil) a grass plain with occasional stunted trees.

2. a square in an Italian or Spanish town.

— origin from Spanish, Portuguese, and Italian campo, literally ‘field’.

cannelure

• noun a groove round the cylindrical part of a bullet. — origin mid 18th cent.: from French, from canneler ‘provide with a channel’, from canne ‘reed, cane’

carabinero

• noun (pl. carabineros) a Spanish or South American frontier guard or customs officer. — origin Spanish, literally ‘soldier armed with a carbine’.

caracole

• noun a half turn to the right or left by a horse.

• verb [no obj., with adverbial of direction] (of a horse) perform a caracole.

— origin early 17th cent.: from French caracole, caracol ‘snail's shell, spiral’.

cassis

• noun [mass noun] a syrupy blackcurrant liqueur produced mainly in Burgundy. — origin French, ‘blackcurrant’, apparently from Latin cassia.
castanets

• plural noun small concave pieces of wood, ivory, or plastic, joined in pairs by a cord and clicked together by the fingers as a rhythmic accompaniment to Spanish dancing. — origin early 17th cent.: from Spanish castañeta, diminutive of castaña, from Latin castanea ‘chestnut’.

caubeen

• noun an Irish beret, typically dark green in colour. — origin early 19th cent.: Irish, literally ‘old hat’, from cáibín ‘little cape’, diminutive of cába ‘cape’.

chaîné

• noun (pl. chaînés pronunc. same) Ballet a sequence of fast turns from one foot to the other, executed in a straight line. — origin French, literally ‘linked’.
chautauqua

• noun N. Amer. an institution that provided popular adult education courses and entertainment in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. — origin late 19th cent.: named after Chautauqua, a county in New York State, where such an institution was first set up.
chi

• noun [mass noun] the circulating life force whose existence and properties are the basis of much Chinese philosophy and medicine. — origin from Chinese qì, literally ‘air, breath’.

chifforobe

• noun US a piece of furniture with drawers on one side and hanging space on the other.— origin early 20th cent.: blend of chiffonier and wardrobe.

Chindit

• noun a member of the Allied forces behind the Japanese lines in Burma (now Myanmar) in 1943–5.

— origin Second World War: from Burmese chinthé, a mythical creature.

chitarrone

• noun a very large lute similar to a theorbo, used in Italy in the late 16th and early 17th centuries. — origin Italian, literally ‘large guitar’.

chrism

• noun [mass noun] a mixture of oil and balsam, consecrated and used for anointing at baptism and in other rites of Catholic, Orthodox, and Anglican Churches. — origin Old English, from medieval Latin crisma, ecclesiastical Latin chrisma, from Greek khrisma ‘anointing’, from khriein ‘anoint’.

Christadelphian

• noun a member of a Christian sect, founded in America in 1848, which claims to return to the beliefs and practices of the earliest disciples and holds that Christ will return in power to set up a worldwide theocracy beginning at Jerusalem.

• adjective of or adhering to the Christadelphian sect and its beliefs.

— origin from late Greek Khristadelphos ‘in brotherhood with Christ’ (from Greek Khristos ‘Christ’ + adelphos ‘brother’) + -ian.

chuppah

• noun (pl. chuppot) a canopy beneath which Jewish marriage ceremonies are performed. — origin late 19th cent.: from Hebrew huppah ‘cover, canopy’

clearcole

• noun [mass noun] historical a mixture of size and whiting or white lead, formerly used as a primer for distemper.

— origin early 19th cent.: from French claire colle ‘clear glue.

coliform

• adjective Biology belonging to a group of rod-shaped bacteria typified by E. coli. — origin early 20th cent.: from modern Latin coli ‘of the colon’ + -iform.

concertino

• noun (pl. concertinos) 1. a simple or short concerto.  2. a solo instrument or solo instruments playing with an orchestra. — origin late 18th cent.: Italian, diminutive of concerto.

continuative

• adjective (of a word or phrase) having the function of moving a discourse or conversation forward.

• noun a word or phrase of this type (e.g. yes, well, as I was saying).

— origin mid 16th cent. (as a noun denoting something which brings about continuity): from late Latin continuativus, from continuat- ‘continued’, from the verb continuare

continuo

• noun (pl. continuos) [mass noun] (in baroque music) an accompanying part which includes a bass line and harmonies, typically played on a keyboard instrument and with other instruments such as cello or lute.

— origin early 18th cent.: Italian basso continuo ‘continuous bass’

conventicle

• noun historical a secret or unlawful religious meeting, typically of nonconformists. — origin late Middle English (in the general sense ‘assembly, meeting’, particularly a clandestine or illegal one): from Latin conventiculum ‘(place of) assembly’, diminutive of conventus ‘assembly, company’, from the verb convenire.
corrigible

• adjective capable of being corrected, rectified, or reformed. — derivatives corrigibility noun. — origin late Middle English (in the sense ‘liable to or deserving punishment’): via French from medieval Latin corrigibilis, from Latin corrigere ‘to correct’.

coulis

• noun (pl. same) a thin fruit or vegetable purée, used as a sauce. — origin French, from couler ‘to flow’

couvade

• noun [mass noun] the custom in some cultures in which a man takes to his bed and goes through certain rituals when his child is being born, as though he were physically affected by the birth. — origin mid 19th cent.: French, from couver ‘to hatch’, from Latin cubare ‘lie down’. The adoption of the term in French was due to a misunderstanding of the phrase faire la couvade ‘sit doing nothing’, used by earlier writers.

couverture

• noun [mass noun] chocolate made with extra cocoa butter to give a high gloss, used for covering sweets and cakes.  — origin 1930s: French, literally ‘covering’, from couvrir ‘to cover’.

creodont

• noun a fossil carnivorous mammal of the early Tertiary period, ancestral to modern carnivores. Order Creodonta: several families.  — origin late 19th cent.: from modern Latin Creodonta (plural), from Greek kreas ‘flesh’ + odous, odont- ‘tooth’.

criterion

• noun (pl. criteria) a principle or standard by which something may be judged or decided. e.g.: they award a green label to products that meet certain environmental criteria. — derivatives: criterial adjective. — origin early 17th cent.: from Greek kriterion ‘means of judging’, from krites (see critic). — usage Strictly speaking, the singular form (following the original Greek) is criterion and the plural form is criteria. It is a common mistake, however, to use criteria as if it were a singular, as in "a further criteria needs to be considered".

crosse

• noun the stick used in women's field lacrosse. — origin mid 19th cent.: from French, from Old French croce ‘bishop's crook’, ultimately of Germanic origin and related to crutch.

cruck

• noun Brit. either of a pair of curved timbers extending from ground level to the transverse beam or ridge of a roof and forming a structure frame in a medieval timber-framed house: [as modifier] a cruck barn.  — origin late 16th cent.: variant of crook.
cuesta

• noun Geology a ridge with a gentle slope (dip) on one side and a steep slope (scarp) on the other. — origin early 19th cent. (originally a US term for a steep slope at the edge of a plain): from Spanish, ‘slope’, from Latin costa ‘rib, flank’.

curtana

• noun Brit. the unpointed sword carried in front of English sovereigns at their coronation to represent mercy.

— origin Middle English: from Anglo-Latin curtana (spatha) ‘shortened (sword)’, from Old French cortain, the name of the sword belonging to Roland (the point of which was damaged when it was thrust into a block of steel), from cort ‘short’, from Latin curtus ‘cut short’.

D-layer

• noun the lowest layer of the ionosphere, able to reflect low-frequency radio waves. — origin 1930s: from an arbitrary use of the letter D.

debitage

• noun [mass noun] Archaeology waste material produced in the making of prehistoric stone implements. — origin mid 20th cent.: from French débitage ‘cutting of stone’, from débiter ‘discharge, dispense’.

decalcomania

• noun [mass noun] the process of transferring designs from prepared paper on to glass or porcelain.

• a technique used by some surrealist artists which involves pressing paint between sheets of paper.

— origin mid 19th cent.: from French décalcomanie, from décalquer ‘transfer a tracing’ + -manie ‘-mania’ (with reference to the enthusiasm for the process in the 1860s).

Decretum

• noun a collection of decisions and judgements in canon law.  — origin Latin, literally ‘something decreed’

deke

• noun a deceptive movement or feint that induces an opponent to move out of position.

• verb [with obj. and adverbial] draw (a player) out of position by such a movement.

— origin 1960s: shortened form of decoy.

demerara

• noun [mass noun]

1. (also demerara sugar) Brit. light brown cane sugar coming originally and chiefly from Guyana.

2. (also demerara rum) a dark rum fermented from molasses, made in Guyana.

— origin mid 19th cent.: named after the region of Demerara.

desiderative

• adjective Grammar (in Latin and other inflected languages) denoting a verb formed from another and expressing a desire to do the act denoted by the root verb (such as Latin esurire ‘want to eat’, from edere ‘eat’).

• having, expressing, or relating to desire.

— origin mid 16th cent.: from late Latin desiderativus, from Latin desiderat- ‘desired’, from the verb desiderare.

dhol

• noun a large, barrel-shaped or cylindrical wooden drum, typically two-headed, used in the Indian subcontinent. — origin from Hindi dhol.

diamantiferous

• adjective (of a rock formation, region, etc.) producing or yielding diamonds. — origin late 19th cent.: from French diamantifère, from diamant ‘diamond’ + -fère ‘producing’.

dicynodont

 • noun a fossil herbivorous mammal-like reptile of the late Permian and Triassic periods, with beaked jaws and no teeth apart from two tusks in the upper jaw of the male. Dicynodon and other genera, infra-order Dicynodontia, order Therapsida. — origin mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin Dicynodontia (plural), from Greek di- ‘two’ + kuon ‘dog’ + odous, odont- ‘tooth’.

dilophosaurus

• noun the earliest of the large bipedal dinosaurs, which had two long crests on the head and occurred in the early Jurassic period.  Genus Dilophosaurus, infraorder Carnosauria, suborder Theropoda. — origin modern Latin, from Greek dilophos ‘two-crested’ + sauros ‘lizard’.

dobbin

• noun a pet name for a draught horse or a farm horse. — origin late 16th cent.: pet form of the given name Robert

dockominium

• noun (pl. dockominiums) US a waterfront condominium with a private mooring.

• a privately owned landing stage at a marina.

· origin 1980s: from dock, on the pattern of condominium 

dogger

• noun historical a two-masted bluff-bowed Dutch sailing boat, used for fishing. — origin Middle English: from Middle Dutch.

dop

• noun S. African informal a drink, especially of brandy or other spirits.
• a tot of liquor.

· origin South African Dutch, ‘shell, husk’.

dopant

• noun Electronics a substance used to produce a desired electrical characteristic in a semiconductor. — origin 1960s: from the verb dope + -ant.

Dryopithecus

• noun a fossil anthropoid ape of the middle Miocene to early Pliocene periods, of a genus including the supposed common ancestor of gorillas, chimpanzees, and humans. Genus Dryopithecus, family Pongidae. — derivatives dryopithecine noun & adjective.  — origin modern Latin, from Greek drus ‘tree’ + pithekos ‘ape’.

Dussehra

• noun the tenth and final day of the Hindu festival of Navaratri, usually in October. In southern India it especially commemorates the victory of the god Rama over the demon king Ravana. — origin from Hindi dasahra, from Sanskrit dasahara.

e-fit

• noun an electronic picture of a person's face made from composite photographs of facial features, created by a computer program. — origin 1980s: from e- and fit1 noun, on the pattern of photofit.

edaphic

• adjective Ecology of, produced by, or influenced by the soil. — origin late 19th cent.: coined in German from Greek edaphos ‘floor’ + -ic.

edutainment

• noun [mass noun] computer games, television programmes, or other material, intended to be both educational and enjoyable.  — origin 1980s: blend of education and entertainment.

embrasure

• noun an opening in a wall or parapet which is bevelled or splayed out on the inside, typically one around a window or door. — derivatives embrasured adjective.  — origin early 18th cent.: from French, from obsolete embraser (earlier form of ébraser) ‘widen a door or window opening’, of unknown ultimate origin

emo

• noun [mass noun] a style of rock music resembling punk but having more complex arrangements and lyrics that deal with more emotional subjects. — origin 1990s: short for emotional hardcore.
enprint

• noun Brit. a standard-sized photographic print produced by printing the whole of a negative to a moderate enlargement. — origin mid 20th cent.: from enlarged print

entablature

• noun Architecture the upper part of a classical building supported by columns or a colonnade, comprising the architrave, frieze, and cornice.  — origin early 17th cent. (formerly also as intablature): from Italian intavolatura ‘boarding’ (partly via French entablement ‘entablement’), from intavolare ‘board up’ (based on tavola ‘table’).

Eolithic

• adjective Archaeology, dated relating to or denoting a period at the beginning of the Stone Age, preceding the Palaeolithic and characterized by the earliest crude stone tools.

• [as noun] (the Eolithic) the Eolithic period.

· origin late 19th cent.: from French éolithique, from Greek eos ‘dawn’ + lithikos (from lithos ‘stone’).
exergue

• noun a small space or inscription below the principal emblem on a coin or medal, usually on the reverse side. — origin late 17th cent.: from French, from medieval Latin exergum, from ex- ‘out’ + Greek ergon ‘work’ (probably as a rendering of French hors d'oeuvre ‘something lying outside the work’).
eyas

• noun (pl. eyasses) a young hawk, especially (in falconry) an unfledged nestling taken from the nest for training. — origin late 15th cent. (originally nyas): from French niais, based on Latin nidus ‘nest’. The initial n was lost by wrong division of a nyas; compare with adder.

exegete

• noun a person who interprets text, especially scripture. — origin mid 18th cent.: from Greek exegetes, from exegeisthai ‘interpret’.

F-layer

• noun the highest and most strongly ionized region of the ionosphere. — origin 1920s: arbitrary use of F + layer.

factitive

• adjective Linguistics (of a verb) having a sense of causing a result and taking a complement as well as an object, as in he appointed me captain. — origin mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin factitivus, formed irregularly from Latin factitare, frequentative of facere ‘do, make’.

factum

• noun (pl. factums or facta) Law, chiefly Canadian a statement of the facts of a case. — origin late 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘something done or made’.

Fango
• noun [mass noun] [usu. as modifier] mud from thermal springs in Italy, used in curative treatment at spas and health farms: fango mud baths. — origin early 20th cent.: Italian, literally ‘mud’.
farandole

• noun historical a lively Provençal dance in which the dancers join hands and wind in and out in a chain.  — origin mid 19th cent.: French, from modern Provençal farandoulo.

feuilleton

• noun a part of a newspaper or magazine devoted to fiction, criticism, or light literature.

• an article printed in a feuilleton.

— origin mid 19th cent.: French, from feuillet, diminutive of feuille ‘leaf’

fictile

• adjective technical made of earth or clay by a potter.

• relating to pottery or its manufacture.

— origin early 17th cent.: from Latin fictilis, from fict- ‘formed, contrived’, from the verb fingere.

finnan

• noun [mass noun] haddock cured with the smoke of green wood, turf, or peat.  — origin early 18th cent.: alteration of Findon, the name of a fishing village near Aberdeen in Scotland, but sometimes confused with the Scottish river and village of Findhorn.

firn

• noun [mass noun] crystalline or granular snow, especially on the upper part of a glacier, where it has not yet been compressed into ice. — origin mid 19th cent.: from German, from Old High German firni ‘old’; related to Swedish forn ‘former’.

Flandrian

• adjective Geology relating to or denoting the current (Holocene or Recent) stage in northern Europe, especially when treated as an interglacial period.

• [as noun] (the Flandrian) the Flandrian interglacial or the system of deposits laid down during it.

— origin mid 17th cent.: from Flanders + -ian.

fletch

• verb [with obj.] provide (an arrow) with feathers for flight.

• noun each of the feathered vanes of an arrow: [in combination] a four-fletch arrow.

— origin mid 17th cent.: alteration of fledge, probably influenced by fletcher.

flic

• noun Computing a data file containing computer animations. — origin usage of the cinematographic sense of flick.

floatel

• noun a floating hotel, especially a boat used as a hotel.

• an accommodation vessel for workers on an offshore oil rig.

— origin 1950s: blend of float and hotel; compare with boatel.
fosse

• noun Archaeology a long, narrow trench or excavation, especially in a fortification. origin late Old English, via Old French from Latin fossa (see fossa).

Fructidor

• noun the twelfth month of the French Republican calendar (1793–1805), originally running from 18 August to 16 September. — origin French, from Latin fructus ‘fruit’ + Greek doron ‘gift’.

fufu

• noun [mass noun] dough made from boiled and ground plantain or cassava, used as a staple food in parts of West and central Africa.  — origin from Akan fufuu.

fungo

• noun (pl. fungoes or fungos) (also fungo fly) Baseball a fly ball hit for practice.

• (also fungo bat or stick) a long lightweight bat for hitting practice balls to fielders.

— origin mid 19th cent.: of unknown origin.

gabion

• noun a cylindrical basket or container filled with earth, stones, or other material and used in civil engineering works or (formerly) fortifications. — derivatives gabionage noun.

— origin mid 16th cent.: via French from Italian gabbione, from gabbia ‘cage’, from Latin cavea.

gallimimus

• noun an ostrich dinosaur of the late Cretaceous period.Genus Gallimimus, infraorder Ornithomimosauria, suborder Theropoda. — origin modern Latin, from Latin galli ‘of a cockerel’ (genitive of gallus) + mimus ‘mime, pretence’.

garget

• noun [mass noun] inflammation of a cow's or ewe's udder. — origin early 18th cent.: perhaps a special use of Old French gargate ‘throat’; related to gargoyle. The term was used earlier to denote inflammation of the throat in cattle.

generalissimo

• noun (pl. generalissimos) the commander of a combined military force consisting of army, navy, and air force units. — origin early 17th cent.: Italian, ‘having greatest authority’, superlative of generale.

genlock

• noun a device for maintaining synchronization between two different video signals, or between a video signal and a computer or audio signal, enabling video images and computer graphics to be mixed.

• verb [no obj.] maintain synchronization between two signals using the genlock technique.

— origin 1960s: from generator + the verb lock

geostrophic

• adjective Meteorology & Oceanography relating to or denoting the component of a wind or current that arises from a balance between pressure gradients and coriolis forces. — origin early 20th cent.: from geo- ‘of the earth’ + Greek strophe ‘a turning’ (from strephein ‘to turn’).

godet

• noun a triangular piece of material inserted in a dress, shirt, or glove to make it flared or for ornamentation.  — origin late 19th cent.: from French
gonzo

• adjective informal, chiefly N. Amer.

1. relating to or denoting journalism of an exaggerated, subjective, and fictionalized style.

2. bizarre or crazy: the woman was either gonzo or stoned.

— origin 1970s: perhaps from Italian gonzo ‘foolish’ or Spanish ganso ‘goose, fool’.

google

• verb [with obj.] informal search for the name of (someone) on the Internet to find out information about them. — origin 1990s: from Google, the proprietary name of a popular Internet search engine.

gravamen

• noun (pl. gravamina) chiefly Law the essence or most serious part of a complaint or accusation.

• a grievance.

— origin early 17th cent. (as an ecclesiastical term denoting formal presentation of a grievance): from late Latin, literally ‘physical inconvenience’, from Latin gravare ‘to load’, from gravis ‘heavy’

groupuscule

• noun a political or religious splinter group. — origin mid 20th cent.: from French, diminutive of groupe ‘group’.

guttate

• adjective chiefly Biology resembling drops; having drop-like markings. — origin early 19th cent.: from Latin guttatus ‘speckled’, from gutta ‘a drop’.

gyrocopter

• noun a small, light single-seater autogiro. — origin from gyro- ‘relating to rotation’, on the pattern of helicopter.

haham

• noun a spiritual leader among Sephardic Jews, or, more generally, a person learned in Jewish law. — origin from Hebrew hakam ‘wise’

harmolodics

• plural noun [treated as sing.] a form of free jazz in which musicians improvise simultaneously on a melodic line at various pitches. — derivatives harmolodic adjective.  — origin 1970s: coined by the American saxophonist Ornette Coleman (born 1930) and said to be a blend of harmony, movement, and melodic.

heckelphone

• noun a woodwind instrument resembling a large oboe, with a range about an octave lower. — origin early 20th cent.: from German Heckelphon, named after Wilhelm Heckel (1856–1909), German instrument-maker, on the pattern of saxophone.

heiau

• noun (pl. same or heiaus) an ancient Hawaiian temple or sacred site. — origin Hawaiian.

hendecagon

• noun a plane figure with eleven straight sides and angles. — derivatives hendecagonal adjective.

— origin early 18th cent.: from hendeca- ‘eleven’ + -gon, on the pattern of words such as polygon.

herl

• noun a barb or filament of a feather used in dressing a fishing fly. — origin late Middle English: apparently of Germanic origin and related to Middle Low German harle.

hetman

• noun (pl. hetmen) a Polish or Cossack military commander. — origin Polish, probably from German Hauptmann ‘captain’

hibakusha

• noun (pl. same) (in Japan) a survivor of either of the atomic explosions at Hiroshima or Nagasaki in 1945.

— origin mid 20th cent.: Japanese, from hi ‘suffer’ + baku ‘explosion’ + sha ‘person’.
hierarch

• noun a chief priest, archbishop, or other leader. — origin late Middle English: via medieval Latin from Greek hierarkhes, from hieros ‘sacred’ + arkhes ‘ruler’.

hippogriff

• noun a mythical creature with the body of a horse and the wings and head of an eagle, born of the union of a male griffin and a filly. — origin mid 17th cent.: from French hippogriffe, from Italian ippogrifo, from Greek hippos ‘horse’ + Italian grifo ‘griffin’

hocus

• verb (hocusses, hocussing, hocussed or hocuses, hocusing, hocused) [with obj.] archaic

1. deceive (someone).

2. stupefy (someone) with drugs, typically for a criminal purpose.

— origin late 17th cent.: from an obsolete noun hocus ‘trickery’, from hocus-pocus.

holm

• noun Brit.

1. an islet, especially in a river or near a mainland.

2. a piece of flat ground by a river which is submerged in times of flood.

— origin Old English, from Old Norse holmr; more frequently used in Scotland and northern England, but found in place names throughout Britain.

hootenanny

• noun (pl. hootenannies) informal, chiefly US an informal gathering with folk music. — origin 1920s (originally US, denoting a gadget or ‘thingummy’): of unknown origin.

husbandman

• noun (pl. husbandmen) archaic a person who cultivates the land; a farmer. — origin Middle English (originally in northern English use denoting the holder of a husbandland, i.e. manorial tenancy): from husband in the obsolete sense ‘farmer’ + man.

hydria

• noun (pl. hydriae or hydriai) Archaeology an ancient Greek pitcher with three handles. — origin via Latin from Greek hudria.

hypallage

• noun Rhetoric a transposition of the natural relations of two elements in a proposition, for example in the sentence ‘Melissa shook her doubtful curls’. — origin late 16th cent.: via late Latin from Greek hupallage, from hupo ‘under’ + allassein ‘to exchange’.

hyperbaton

• noun Rhetoric an inversion of the normal order of words, especially for the sake of emphasis, as in the sentence ‘this I must see’. — origin mid 16th cent.: via Latin from Greek huperbaton ‘overstepping’ (from huper ‘over, above’ + bainein ‘go, walk’).

hypothecate

• verb [with obj.] pledge (money) by law to a specific purpose. — derivatives hypothecation noun. — origin early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin hypothecat- ‘given as a pledge’, from the verb hypothecare, based on Greek hupotheke (see hypothec).

ichthus

• noun an image of a fish used as a symbol of Christianity. — origin from Greek ikhthus ‘fish’, an early symbol of Christianity: the initial letters of the word are sometimes taken as short for Iesous Christos, Theou Uios, Soter (Jesus Christ, son of God, saviour).

ichthyornis

• noun a fossil gull-like fish-eating bird of the Upper Cretaceous period, with large toothed jaws. Genus Ichthyornis, order Ichthyornithiformes. — origin modern Latin, from ichthyo- + Greek ornis ‘bird’.

ides

• plural noun (in the ancient Roman calendar) a day falling roughly in the middle of each month, from which other dates were calculated. (The 15th day in March, May, July, and October, otherwise the 13th)

· origin Latin idus (plural).

idli

• noun (pl. same or idlis) a south Indian steamed cake of rice, usually served with sambhar. — origin from Malayalam and Kannada iddali.
incunabulum

• noun (pl. incunabula) an early printed book, especially one printed before 1501. — origin early 19th cent.: from Latin incunabula (neuter plural) ‘swaddling clothes, cradle’, from in- ‘into’ + cunae ‘cradle’.

indiction

• noun historical a fiscal period of fifteen years used as a means of dating events and transactions in the Roman Empire and in the papal and some royal courts. The system was instituted by the Emperor Constantine in ad 313 and was used in some places until the 16th century.

• [with numeral] a particular year in an indiction period.

— origin from Latin indictio(n-), from the verb indicere.

infobahn

• noun informal a high speed computer network, especially the Internet. — origin 1990s: blend of information and Autobahn.

intichiuma

• plural noun sacred ceremonies performed by some Central Australian Aboriginals with the purpose of increasing the number of totemic plants or animals and thus ensuring a good food supply. — origin Arrernte.

intimism

• noun [mass noun] a style of painting showing intimate views of domestic interiors using Impressionist techniques, used by artists such as Bonnard in the early 20th century. — derivatives intimist adjective & noun. — origin early 20th cent.: from French intimisme, from Latin intimus ‘innermost’.

introspect

• verb [no obj.] examine one's own thoughts or feelings: what they don't do is introspect much about the reasons for their plight. — origin late 17th cent.: from Latin introspect- ‘looked into’, from the verb introspicere, or from introspectare ‘keep looking into’.

Kaddish

• noun an ancient Jewish prayer sequence regularly recited in the synagogue service, including thanksgiving and praise and concluding with a prayer for universal peace.

• a form of the Kaddish recited for the dead.

— origin from Aramaic qaddis ‘holy’.

kanzu

• noun a long white cotton or linen robe worn by East African men. — origin early 20th cent.: from Kiswahili.

kenning

• noun a compound expression in Old English and Old Norse poetry with metaphorical meaning, e.g. oar-steed = ship. — origin late 19th cent.: from Old Norse, from kenna ‘know, perceive’; related to ken.

keno

• noun [mass noun] a game of chance similar to bingo, based on the drawing of numbers and covering of corresponding numbers on cards. — origin early 19th cent.: from French quine, denoting a set of five winning lottery numbers.

kern

• noun

1. historical a light-armed Irish foot soldier.

2. archaic a peasant; a rustic.

— origin late Middle English: from Irish ceithearn, from Old Irish ceithern ‘band of foot soldiers’.

kiva

• noun a chamber, built wholly or partly underground, used by male Pueblo Indians for religious rites. — origin late 19th cent.: from Hopi kíva.

klebsiella

• noun [mass noun] a bacterium which causes respiratory, urinary, and wound infections.Genus Klebsiella; non-motile Gram-negative rods. — origin modern Latin, from the name Klebs (see Klebs–Löffler bacillus).

kofta

• noun (pl. same or koftas) (in Middle Eastern and Indian cookery) a savoury ball made with minced meat, paneer, or vegetables. — origin from Urdu and Persian koftah ‘pounded meat’.
Kondratiev

• noun [usu. as modifier] Economics each of a series of cycles or waves of economic contraction and expansion lasting about fifty years, postulated by Kondratiev in the 1920s.

— origin 1930s: named after Nikolai D. Kondratiev (1892–c.1935), Russian economist.

kore

• noun (pl. korai) an ancient Greek statue of a young woman, standing and clothed in long loose robes.

· origin from Greek kore ‘maiden’.

kraken

• noun an enormous mythical sea monster said to appear off the coast of Norway. — origin Norwegian.

krytron

• noun Physics a high-speed solid-state switching device which is triggered by a pulse of coherent light and is used in the triggers of nuclear devices. — origin late 20th cent.: first element of obscure derivation + -tron.

Kshatriya

• noun a member of the second of the four great Hindu castes, the military caste. The traditional function of the Kshatriyas is to protect society by fighting in wartime and governing in peacetime.  — origin late 18th cent.: from Sanskrit ksatriya, from kshatra ‘rule, authority’.
kundalini

• noun [mass noun] (in yoga) latent female energy believed to lie coiled at the base of the spine.

• (also kundalini yoga) a system of meditation directed towards the release of kundalini energy.

— origin Sanskrit, literally ‘snake’.
lagan

• noun [mass noun] archaic (in legal contexts) goods or wreckage lying on the bed of the sea. — origin mid 16th cent.: from Old French, perhaps of Scandinavian origin and related to lay.

lahar

• noun Geology a destructive mudflow on the slopes of a volcano.  — origin 1920s: from Javanese.

lardon

• noun a chunk or cube of bacon used to lard meat. — origin late Middle English: from French, from lard ‘bacon’.

latten

• noun [mass noun] historical an alloy of copper and zinc resembling brass, hammered into thin sheets and used to make monumental brasses and church ornaments.— origin Middle English: from Old French laton, of unknown origin

learnfare

• noun [mass noun] N. Amer. a welfare system in which attendance at school, college, or a training programme is necessary in order to receive benefits. — origin 1980s: from learn, on the pattern of workfare

lifeworld

• noun Philosophy all the immediate experiences, activities, and contacts that make up the world of an individual or corporate life. — origin 1940s: translating German Lebenswelt

Lisp

• noun [mass noun] a high-level computer programming language devised for list processing. — origin 1950s: from lis(t) p(rocessor).

longueur

• noun a tedious passage in a book, piece of music, etc.: its brilliant comedy passages do not cancel out the occasional longueurs.

• a tedious period of time: frustrated by the longueurs, many rail-users take to the roads instead.

— origin French, literally ‘length’.

loriner

• noun archaic a maker of small iron objects, especially bits, spurs, stirrups, and mountings for horse's bridles.

· origin Middle English: from Old French lorenier, from lorain ‘harness strap’, from Latin lorum ‘strap’.

lustrate

• verb [with obj.] rare purify by expiatory sacrifice, ceremonial washing, or some other ritual action: a soul lustrated in the baptismal waters. — derivatives lustration noun. — origin early 17th cent.: from Latin lustrat- ‘purified by lustral rites’, from the verb lustrare, from lustrum (see lustrum).

lutz

• noun a jump in skating from the backward outside edge of one skate to the backward outside edge of the other, with one or more full turns in the air. — origin 1930s: named after the Austrian skater Alois Lutz (1899–1918).
Magdalenian

• adjective Archaeology relating to or denoting the final Palaeolithic culture in Europe, following the Solutrean and dated to about 17,000–11,500 years ago. It is characterized by a range of bone and horn tools, and by highly developed cave art.

• [as noun] (the Magdalenian) the Magdalenian culture or period.

— origin late 19th cent.: from French Magdalénien ‘from La Madeleine’, a site of this culture in the Dordogne, France.

manes

• plural noun (in Roman mythology) the souls of dead ancestors, worshipped as beneficent spirits. — origin Latin.

marabout

• noun a Muslim holy man or hermit, especially in North Africa.

• a shrine marking the burial place of a Muslim holy man or hermit.

— origin early 17th cent.: via French and Portuguese from Arabic murabit ‘warrior saint’.

mashie

• noun Golf, dated an iron used for lofting or for medium distances. — origin late 19th cent.: perhaps from French massue ‘club’.

maulana

• noun [often as title] a Muslim man revered for his religious learning or piety. — origin mid 19th cent.: from Arabic mawlana ‘our master’.

mbaqanga

• noun [mass noun] a rhythmical popular music style of southern Africa. — origin from Zulu umbaqanga, literally ‘steamed maize bread’, with reference to the combined notion of the homely cultural sustenance of the townships and the musicians' ‘daily bread’.

minbar

• noun a short flight of steps used as a platform by a preacher in a mosque. — origin from Arabic minbar.

miscellanea

• plural noun miscellaneous items, especially literary compositions, that have been collected together. — origin late 16th cent.: from Latin, neuter plural of miscellaneus.
misdemeanant

• noun formal a person convicted of a misdemeanour or guilty of misconduct. — origin early 19th cent.: from archaic misdemean ‘misbehave’ + -ant.

Mittelstand

• noun the medium-sized companies in a country, viewed as an economic unit. — origin German, literally ‘middle group’.

Moeritherium

• noun a pig-like mammal of the late Eocene and Oligocene epochs, related to modern elephants. — origin modern Latin, from the name of Lake Moeris in Egypt, where the first fossils were found, + Greek therion ‘wild beast’.

moksha

• noun [mass noun] (in Hinduism and Jainism) release from the cycle of rebirth impelled by the law of karma.

• the transcendent state attained by this release.

— origin from Sanskrit moksa.

monocoque

• noun an aircraft or vehicle structure in which the chassis is integral with the body.  — origin early 20th cent.: from French, from mono- ‘single’ + coque ‘shell’.

monstrance

• noun (in the Roman Catholic Church) an open or transparent receptacle in which the consecrated Host is displayed for veneration.   — origin late Middle English (also in the sense ‘demonstration or proof’): from medieval Latin monstrantia, from Latin monstrare ‘to show’.

Moorpark

• noun an apricot of a large orange-fleshed variety.  — origin late 18th cent.: named after Moor Park, Hertfordshire, southern England, the house of Sir William Temple (1628–99), who cultivated this variety of fruit.
moulin

• noun a vertical or nearly vertical shaft in a glacier, formed by surface water percolating through a crack in the ice.— origin mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘mill’.

mulesing

• noun [mass noun] the process of removing folds of skin from the tail area of a sheep, intended to reduce fly strike. — origin 1940s: from the name of John H. W. Mules (1876–1946), the Australian sheep farmer who developed the process, + -ing.

mulligan

• noun informal, chiefly N. Amer.

1. a stew made from odds and ends of food.

2. (in informal golf) an extra stroke allowed after a poor shot, not counted on the scorecard.

— origin early 20th cent.: apparently from the surname Mulligan.
mummers' play (also mumming play)

 • noun a traditional English folk play typically featuring Saint George and involving miraculous resurrection

murid

• noun a follower of a Muslim saint, especially a Sufi disciple.

• (Murid) a member of any of several Muslim movements, especially one which advocated rebellion against the Russians in the Caucasus in the late 19th century.

— origin from Arabic murid, literally ‘he who desires’.

muskeg

• noun a swamp or bog in northern North America. — origin early 19th cent.: from Cree.

muso

• noun (pl. musos) Brit. informal a musician, especially one over-concerned with technique.

• a keen music fan.

— origin 1960s: abbreviation.

nacelle

• noun a streamlined casing on the outside of an aircraft or motor vehicle, especially one housing an aircraft engine.

• the passenger compartment of an airship.

— origin early 20th cent. (originally denoting the car of an airship): from French, from late Latin navicella, diminutive of Latin navis ‘ship’

nephology

• noun [mass noun] rare the study or contemplation of clouds. — origin late 19th cent.: from Greek nephos ‘cloud’ + -logy.

neritic

• adjective Biology & Geology relating to or denoting the shallow part of the sea near a coast and overlying the continental shelf. — origin late 19th cent.: from nerite + -ic.
nickelodeon

• noun

1. informal, dated a jukebox, originally one operated by the insertion of a nickel coin.

2. historical a cinema with an admission fee of one nickel.

— origin early 20th cent.: from nickel + a shortened form of melodeon.

nim

• noun [mass noun] a game in which two players alternately take one or more objects from one of a number of heaps, each trying to take, or to compel the other to take, the last remaining object. — origin early 20th cent.: apparently from archaic nim ‘to take’ or from German nimm! ‘take!’, imperative of nehmen.
oblast

• noun an administrative division or region in Russia and the former Soviet Union, and in some constituent republics of the former Soviet Union. — origin Russian.

octennial

• adjective recurring every eight years.

• lasting for or relating to a period of eight years.

— origin mid 17th cent.: from late Latin octennium ‘period of eight years’ + -al.
ollie

• noun (pl. ollies) (in skateboarding and snowboarding) a jump performed without the aid of a take-off ramp, executed by pressing the foot down on the tail of the board to rebound the deck off the ground.

• verb (ollies, ollieing, ollied) [no obj.] perform an ollie.  — origin 1980s: of unknown origin.

orthostat 

• noun Archaeology an upright stone or slab forming part of a structure or set in the ground. — origin early 20th cent.: from Greek orthostates, from orthos ‘right or straight’ + statos ‘standing’.

panga 

• noun a bladed African tool like a machete.  — origin Kiswahili.

panopticon

• noun historical a circular prison with cells arranged around a central well, from which prisoners could at all times be observed. — origin mid 18th cent.: from pan- ‘all’ + Greek optikon, neuter of optikos ‘optic’.

parador

• noun (pl. paradors or paradores) a hotel in Spain owned and administered by the Spanish government. — origin Spanish.

pareu

• noun a kind of sarong made of a single straight piece of printed cotton cloth, worn in Polynesia or as a fashion garment elsewhere. — origin Tahitian.

parfait

• noun [mass noun]

1. a rich cold dessert made with whipped cream, eggs, and fruit.

2. a dessert consisting of layers of ice cream, meringue, and fruit, served in a tall glass.

— origin from the French adjective parfait, literally ‘perfect’.

parlay

• verb [with obj.] (parlay something into) turn an initial stake or winnings from a previous bet into (a greater amount) by gambling: parlaying a small bankroll into big winnings.

• noun a cumulative series of bets in which winnings accruing from each transaction are used as a stake for a further bet.

— origin late 19th cent.: from French paroli, from Italian, from paro ‘like’, from Latin par ‘equal’.

paschal

  • adjective 1 relating to Easter. 2 relating to the Jewish Passover. — origin from Latin pascha ‘feast of Passover’, from Hebrew.

pavane

• noun a stately dance in slow duple time, popular in the 16th and 17th centuries and performed in elaborate clothing.

• a piece of music for a pavane.

· origin mid 16th cent.: from French pavane, from Italian pavana, feminine adjective from Pavo, dialect name of Padua

pelycosaur

• noun a large fossil reptile of the late Carboniferous and Permian periods, typically having a line of long bony spines along the back supporting a sail-like crest. Order Pelycosauria, subclass Synapsida: several families and genera, including Dimetrodon and Edaphosaurus. — origin early 20th cent.: from Greek pelux, peluk- ‘bowl’ + sauros ‘lizard’
peering

• noun [mass noun] Computing the exchange of data directly between Internet service providers, rather than via the Internet. — origin from peer.

perfin

• noun Philately a postage stamp perforated with the initials or insignia of an organization, especially to prevent misuse. — origin 1950s: from perf(orated) in(itials).

permaculture

• noun [mass noun] the development of agricultural ecosystems intended to be sustainable and self-sufficient. — origin 1970s: blend of permanent and agriculture.

peshmerga

• noun (pl. same or peshmergas) a member of a Kurdish nationalist guerrilla organization. — origin from Kurdish pêshmerge, from pêsh ‘before’ + merg ‘death’.

phalanstery

• noun (pl. phalansteries) a group of people living together in a community and holding property in common.

— origin mid 19th cent.: from French phalanstère (used by Charles Fourier in his socialist scheme for the reorganization of society), blend of Latin phalanx ‘band (of soldiers), group’ and French monastère ‘monastery’.

photogravure

• noun an image produced from a photographic negative transferred to a metal plate and etched in.

• [mass noun] the production of photogravure images.

— origin late 19th cent.: from French, from photo- ‘relating to light’ + gravure ‘engraving’.

piedmont

• noun a gentle slope leading from the foot of mountains to a region of flat land. — origin mid 19th cent.: from Italian piemonte ‘mountain foot’.

pinfold

• noun a pound for stray animals.

• verb [with obj.] confine (a stray animal) in a pinfold.

— origin late Old English pundfald, from a base shared by pond and pound + fold
pirogue
• noun a long, narrow canoe made from a single tree trunk, especially in Central America and the Caribbean.

— origin early 17th cent.: from French, probably from Carib.

pisco

• noun [mass noun] a white brandy made in Peru from muscat grapes. — origin named after a port in Peru.

pisé

• noun [mass noun] building material of stiff clay or earth, forced between boards which are removed as it hardens.  — origin late 18th cent.: French, literally ‘pounded’, past participle of piser.

playa

• noun an area of flat, dried-up land, especially a desert basin from which water evaporates quickly.

— origin mid 19th cent.: from Spanish, literally ‘beach’, from late Latin plagia.

poikilitic

• adjective Geology relating to or denoting the texture of an igneous rock in which small crystals of one mineral occur within crystals of another. — origin mid 19th cent.: from Greek poikilos ‘variegated’ + -ite + -ic.

poilu

• noun historical, informal an infantry soldier in the French army, especially one who fought in the First World War. — origin French, literally ‘hairy’, by extension ‘brave’, whiskers being associated with virility.

pollo

• noun [mass noun] chicken (as used in the names of Italian, Spanish, or Mexican dishes). — origin Spanish and Italian.

pombe

• noun [mass noun] (in Central and East Africa) a fermented drink made from various kinds of grain and fruit.

— origin Kiswahili.

pongo

• noun (pl. pongos) Brit. military slang a soldier (used especially by members of the Royal Navy or RAF).

— origin early 17th cent. (denoting a large African ape): from Congolese mpongo, now used as a genus term in zoology to refer to the gorilla and other apes. The slang sense dates from the early 20th cent.

porcini

• plural noun chiefly N. Amer. ceps (wild mushrooms), especially as an item on a menu. — origin Italian, literally ‘little pigs’.

porringer

• noun historical a small bowl, typically with a handle, used for soup, stew, or similar dishes. — origin late Middle English (earlier as potager and pottinger): from Old French potager, from potage ‘contents of a pot’.

praepostor

• noun Brit. (at some public schools) a prefect or monitor. — origin mid 18th cent.: from praepositor, alteration of Latin praepositus ‘head, chief’, past participle of praeponere ‘set over’, from prae ‘ahead’ + ponere ‘to place’.

prebuttal

• noun (in politics) a response formulated in anticipation of a criticism; a pre-emptive rebuttal. — origin 1990s: blend of pre- and rebuttal.

presentee

• noun a person nominated or recommended for an office or position, especially a Church living.  — origin late 15th cent.: from Anglo-Norman French, literally ‘presented’, from the verb presenter (see present).
prêt-à-porter

• noun [mass noun] designer clothes sold ready to wear rather than made to measure.

— origin French, literally ‘ready to wear’.

prial

• noun (in card games) a set of three cards of the same denomination. — origin early 19th cent.: alteration of pair royal.

progeniture

• noun [mass noun] formal the production of offspring; procreation.

• progeny; offspring.

— origin late 15th cent.: from progenit- ‘begotten’ (from the verb progignere) + -ure.
pronaos

• noun (pl. pronaoi) a vestibule at the front of a classical temple, enclosed by a portico and projecting side walls. — origin via Latin from Greek pronaos ‘hall of a temple’, from pro ‘before’ + naos ‘temple’.

psy-ops

• plural noun tactics intended to manipulate one's opponents or enemies, such as the dissemination of propaganda or the use of psychological warfare. — origin 1960s: contraction of psychological operations.

querencia

• noun the part of a bullring where the bull takes its stand. — origin Spanish, literally ‘lair, home ground’, from querer ‘desire, love’, from Latin quaerere ‘seek’.

quintain

• noun historical a post set up as a mark in tilting with a lance, typically with a sandbag attached that would swing round and strike an unsuccessful tilter.

• (the quintain) the medieval military exercise of tilting at a quintain.

— origin late Middle English: from Old French quintaine, perhaps based on Latin quintana, a street in a Roman camp separating the fifth and sixth maniples, where military exercises were performed (from quintus ‘fifth’).

radome

• noun a dome or other structure protecting radar equipment and made from material transparent to radio waves, especially one on the outer surface of an aircraft. — origin 1940s: blend of radar and dome

ranchera

• noun [mass noun] a type of Mexican country music typically played with guitars and horns.

• [count noun] a ranchera tune or song.

— origin 1980s: from Spanish cancion ranchera ‘farmers' songs’.

rav

• noun Judaism a rabbi, especially one who holds a position of authority or who acts as a personal mentor. [partly via Yiddish.]

• (Rav) (in orthodox Judaism) a title of respect and form of address preceding a personal name.

— origin from Hebrew and Aramaic rab ‘master’.

Reb

• noun a traditional Jewish title or form of address, corresponding to Sir, for a man who is not a rabbi (used preceding the forename or surname). — origin Yiddish.

recaption

• noun [mass noun] Law the action of taking back, without legal process, property of one's own that has been wrongfully taken or withheld.  — origin mid 18th cent.: from Anglo-Latin recaptio(n-), from re- ‘back’ + Latin captio(n-) ‘taking’.

Remonstrant

• noun a member of the Arminian party in the Dutch Reformed Church. — origin early 17th cent.: from medieval Latin remonstrant- ‘demonstrating’.

repoussé

• adjective (of metalwork) hammered into relief from the reverse side.

• noun [mass noun] repoussé metalwork.

— origin mid 19th cent.: French, literally ‘pushed back’, past participle of repousser, from re- (expressing intensive force) + pousser ‘to push’.
requinto

• noun (pl. requintos) (in Spanish-speaking countries) a small guitar, typically tuned a fifth higher than a standard guitar.— origin Spanish, literally ‘second fifth subtracted from a quantity’.

reverend

• adjective used as a title or form of address to members of the clergy: the Reverend Pat Tilly.

• noun informal a clergyman.

— origin late Middle English: from Old French, or from Latin reverendus ‘person to be revered’, gerundive of revereri (see revere). — usage As a title Reverend is used for members of the clergy; the traditionally correct form of address is the Reverend James Smith or the Reverend J. Smith, rather than Reverend Smith or simply Reverend. Other words are prefixed in titles of more senior clergy: bishops are Right Reverend, archbishops are Most Reverend, and deans are Very Reverend.

rickey

• noun (pl. rickeys) N. Amer. a drink consisting of a spirit, typically gin, mixed with lime or lemon juice, carbonated water, and ice. — origin late 19th cent.: probably from the surname Rickey.
rowen

• noun US a second growth of grass or hay in one season.

— origin Middle English: from an Old Northern French variant of Old French regain ‘an increase’.

rhyton

• noun (pl. rhytons or rhyta) a type of drinking container used in ancient Greece, typically having the form of an animal's head or a horn, with the hole for drinking from located at the lower or pointed end.

— origin from Greek rhuton, neuter of rhutos ‘flowing’; related to rhein ‘to flow’.

S-video

• noun [mass noun] a method of transmitting high-quality television signals from a video recorder, video camera, etc. by sending the signals for chrominance and luminance separately. — origin from the initial letter of separated + video

sabkha

• noun an area of coastal flats subject to periodic flooding and evaporation which result in the accumulation of aeolian clays, evaporites, and salts, found in North Africa and Arabia. — origin late 19th cent.: from Arabic sabqa ‘salt flat’.

sabra

• noun a Jew born in Israel (or before 1948 in Palestine). — origin from modern Hebrew sabbar ‘opuntia fruit’ (opuntias being common in coastal regions of Israel).

sackbut

• noun an early form of trombone used in Renaissance music. — origin late 15th cent.: from French saquebute, from obsolete saqueboute ‘hook for pulling a man off a horse’, from saquer ‘to pull’ + bouter ‘to hit’.
sandhi

• noun [mass noun] Grammar the process whereby the form of a word changes as a result of its position in an utterance (e.g. the change from a to an before a vowel). — origin from Sanskrit samdhi ‘putting together’.

sardelle

• noun a sardine, anchovy, or other small fish similarly prepared for eating. — origin late 16th cent.: from Italian sardella, diminutive of sarda (see sardine).

saz

• noun a long-necked stringed instrument of the lute family, originating in the Ottoman Empire.  — origin late 19th cent.: from Turkish, from Persian saz ‘musical instrument’.

schappe

• noun [mass noun] fabric or yarn made from waste silk.— origin late 19th cent.: from German Schappe ‘waste silk’.

scrimshaw

• verb [with obj.] adorn ivory or shells with carved or coloured designs.

• noun [mass noun] scrimshawed ivory or shells.

— origin early 19th cent.: of unknown origin; perhaps influenced by the surname Scrimshaw.

secretaire

• noun a small writing desk; an escritoire.  — origin late 18th cent.: from French secrétaire, literally ‘secretary’.

seigneur

• noun chiefly historical a feudal lord; the lord of a manor. — derivatives seigneurial adjective. — origin late 16th cent.: from Old French, from Latin senior ‘older, elder’.

sephira

• noun (pl. sephiroth) (in the Kabbalah) each of the ten attributes or emanations surrounding the infinite and by means of which it relates to the finite. They are represented as spheres on the Tree of Life. — origin from Hebrew sepirah
serenata

• noun Music a cantata with a pastoral subject.

• a simple form of suite for orchestra or wind band.

— origin Italian, ‘serenade’.
sextile

• noun [mass noun] Astrology an aspect of 60° (one sixth of a circle): the Jupiter–Saturn cycle is now in sextile to its most difficult period.   — origin late Middle English: from Latin sextilis, from sextus ‘sixth’.

shadchan

• noun (pl. same , shadchanim , or shadchans) a Jewish professional matchmaker or marriage broker. — origin from Yiddish shadkhn, based on Hebrew siddek ‘negotiate’.

sherwani

• noun (pl. sherwanis) a knee-length coat buttoning to the neck, worn by men from the Indian subcontinent.

— origin from Urdu and Persian sirwani ‘from Shirvan’ (referring to a town in NE Persia).

shrive

• verb (past shrove; past part. shriven) archaic 1 (of a priest) hear the confession of, assign penance to, and absolve (someone). 2 (shrive oneself) present oneself to a priest for confession, penance, and absolution. ---

— origin Old English, related to Latin scribere ‘write’.

shura

• noun [mass noun] Islam the principle of consultation, in particular as applied to government.

• [count noun] a consultative council.

— origin from Arabic sura ‘consultation’.
siddhi

• noun (pl. siddhis) Hinduism

1. [mass noun] complete understanding; enlightenment. 2. a paranormal power possessed by a siddha. — origin Sanskrit.
Sidhe

• plural noun the fairy people of Irish folklore, said to live beneath the hills and often identified as the remnant of the ancient Tuatha Dé Danann. — origin from Irish aos sidhe ‘people of the fairy mound’.

Silat

• noun [mass noun] the Malay art of self-defence, practised as a martial art or accompanied by drums as a ceremonial display or dance. — origin Malay.
simnel cake

• noun a rich fruit cake with a layer of marzipan on top, eaten especially at Easter or during Lent.  —origin from Latin simila or Greek semidalis ‘fine flour’.

skilly

• noun [mass noun] Brit., chiefly historical thin broth, typically made from oatmeal and water and flavoured with meat. — origin mid 19th cent.: abbreviation of archaic skilligalee, a fanciful formation.

skolly

• noun (pl. skollies) S. African informal a petty criminal of mixed ethnic origin; a hooligan. — origin Afrikaans, probably from Dutch schoelje ‘rogue’.

sniggle

• verb [no obj.] fish for eels by pushing a baited hook into holes in which they are hiding. — origin mid 17th cent.: frequentative, based on earlier snig ‘small eel’, of unknown origin.
socage

• noun [mass noun] historical a feudal tenure of land involving payment of rent or other non-military service to a superior. — origin Middle English: from Anglo-Norman French, from soc, variant of soke.

solifluction

• noun [mass noun] Geology the gradual movement of wet soil or other material down a slope, especially where frozen subsoil acts as a barrier to the percolation of water. — origin early 20th cent.: from Latin solum ‘soil’ + fluctio(n-) ‘flowing’, from the verb fluere ‘to flow’.

soubise

• noun [mass noun] a thick white sauce made with onion purée and often served with fish or eggs. — origin named after Charles de Rohan Soubise (1715–87), French general and courtier.

sparagmos

• noun [mass noun] the dismemberment of a victim, forming a part of some ancient rituals and represented in Greek myths and tragedies.— origin Greek, literally ‘tearing’.
sportif

• adjective interested in athletic sports.

• (of a garment or style of dress) suitable for sport or informal wear; casually stylish.

— origin French

Sprechgesang

• noun [mass noun] Music a style of dramatic vocalization intermediate between speech and song. — origin German, literally ‘speech song’springe

• noun a noose or snare for catching small game.  — origin Middle English: from the base of spring

stater

• noun an ancient Greek gold or silver coin. — origin via late Latin from Greek stater, from a base meaning ‘weigh’.

steeve

• noun a derrick consisting of a long pole with a block at the end.

— origin late 15th cent. (as a verb): from Old French estiver or Spanish estibar, from Latin stipare ‘pack tight’. The noun is first recorded as a 19th-cent. US term.

stichomythia

• noun [mass noun] dialogue in which two characters speak alternate lines of verse, used as a stylistic device in ancient Greek drama. — origin mid 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek stikhomuthia, from stikhos ‘row, line of verse’ + muthos ‘speech, talk’.

strangles

• plural noun [usu. treated as sing.] a bacterial infection of the upper respiratory tract of horses, causing enlargement of the lymph nodes in the throat, which may impair breathing. This disease is caused by the bacterium Streptococcus equi. — origin early 17th cent.: plural of obsolete strangle ‘strangulation’, from strangle.
strappado

• noun (pl. strappados) (usu. the strappado) historical a form of punishment or torture in which the victim was secured to a rope and made to fall from a height almost to the ground before being stopped with an abrupt jerk.

• the instrument used for inflicting the punishment or torture of strappado.

— origin mid 16th cent.: from French (e)strapade, from Italian strappata, from strappare ‘to snatch’.
succursal

• adjective (of a religious establishment such as a monastery) subsidiary to a principal establishment. — origin mid 19th cent.: from French succursale, from medieval Latin succursus, from the verb succurrere

syllabary

• noun (pl. syllabaries) a set of written characters representing syllables and (in some languages or stages of writing) serving the purpose of an alphabet. — origin mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin syllabarium, from Latin syllaba (see syllable).
taffy

• noun (pl. taffies) [mass noun]

1. N. Amer. a sweet similar to toffee, made from brown sugar or treacle, boiled with butter and pulled until glossy.

2. US informal insincere flattery.  — origin early 19th cent.: earlier form of toffee, ultimate origin unknown.

Taizé

• noun [mass noun] [usu. as modifier] the style of Christian worship practised by the ecumenical Taizé community in France, characterized by the repetitive singing of simple harmonized tunes, often in various languages, interspersed with readings, prayers, and periods of silence. — origin the name of a village in Burgundy, France, where the community was founded in 1949.

tamburitza

• noun a kind of long-necked mandolin played in Croatia and neighbouring countries. — origin Serbo-Croat, diminutive of tambura tamboura.

tapster

• noun archaic a person who draws and serves alcoholic drinks at a bar. — origin Old English tæppestre, denoting a woman serving ale.

tarboosh

• noun a man's cap similar to a fez, typically of red felt with a tassel at the top. — origin early 18th cent.: from Egyptian Arabic tarbus, based on Persian sarpus, from sar ‘head’ + pus ‘cover’.
tasca

• noun (in Spain and Portugal) a tavern or bar, especially one serving food.  — origin Spanish and Portuguese.

tass

• noun Scottish archaic a cup or small goblet.

• a small draught of an alcoholic drink.

— origin late 15th cent.: from Old French tasse ‘cup’, via Arabic from Persian tast ‘bowl’.

tekke

• noun (pl. tekkes) a monastery of dervishes, especially in Ottoman Turkey. — origin Turkish.

teriyaki

• noun [mass noun] a Japanese dish consisting of fish or meat marinated in soy sauce and grilled.

• (also teriyaki sauce) a mixture of soy sauce, sake, ginger, and other flavourings, used in Japanese cookery as a marinade or glaze for fish or meat dishes.

— origin Japanese.

thigmotropism

• noun [mass noun] Biology the turning or bending of a plant or other organism in response to a touch stimulus. — derivatives thigmotropic adjective. — origin early 20th cent.: from Greek thigma ‘touch’ + tropism.

tignon

• noun a piece of cloth worn as a turban headdress by Creole women from Louisiana. — origin Louisiana French, from French tigne, dialect variant of teigne ‘moth’.

timbale

• noun

1. a dish of finely minced meat or fish cooked with other ingredients in a pastry shell or in a mould.

2. (timbales) paired cylindrical drums played with sticks in Latin American dance music.

— origin French, ‘drum’ (in sense 1 with reference to the shape of the prepared dish; in sense 2 short for timbales cubains or timbales creoles ‘Cuban’ or ‘creole drums’).

toon

• noun informal a cartoon film. • a character in a cartoon film. — origin 1930s: shortening of cartoon.

torii

• noun (pl. same) the gateway of a Shinto shrine, with two uprights and two crosspieces. — origin Japanese, from tori ‘bird’ + i ‘sit, perch’.

tournois

• adjective [postpositive] historical denoting a coin struck at Tours, which was one-fifth less in value than one coined at Paris. — origin French.
tragedienne

• noun an actress who specializes in tragic roles. — origin mid 19th cent.: from French tragédienne, feminine of tragédien.

trass

• noun [mass noun] a light-coloured variety of volcanic ash resembling pozzolana, used in making water-resistant cement. — origin late 18th cent.: from Dutch tras, German Trass, based on Latin terra ‘earth’.

treponeme

• noun a spirochaete bacterium that is parasitic or pathogenic in humans and warm-blooded animals, including the causal agents of syphilis and yaws. Genus Treponema, order Spirochaetales; Gram-negative. — derivatives treponemal adjective. — origin early 20th cent.: from modern Latin Treponema, from Greek trepein ‘to turn’ + nema ‘thread’
triac

• noun Electronics a three-electrode semiconductor device that will conduct in either direction when triggered by a positive or negative signal at the gate electrode. — origin 1960s: from triode + AC (short for alternating current).

triblet 

• noun a cylindrical rod used for forging nuts, rings, tubes, and other rounded metallic objects. — origin early 17th cent.: from French triboulet, of unknown origin.

triceratops

• noun a large quadrupedal herbivorous dinosaur living at the end of the Cretaceous period, having a massive head with two large horns, a smaller horn on the beaked snout, and a bony frill above the neck. Genus Triceratops, infraorder Ceratopsia, order Ornithischia. — origin modern Latin, from Greek trikeratos ‘three-horned’ + ops ‘face’.
tricot

• noun [mass noun] a fine knitted fabric made of a natural or man-made fibre. — origin late 18th cent.: from French, literally ‘knitting’, from tricoter ‘to knit’, of unknown origin.
trifecta

• noun N. Amer. & Austral./NZ a bet in which the person betting forecasts the first three finishers in a race in the correct order.

• [in sing.] a run of three wins or grand events: he will attempt a trifecta of the long jump, triple jump, and 110-meter high hurdles.

— origin 1970s: from tri- ‘three’ + perfecta.

tsuba

• noun (pl. same or tsubas) a Japanese sword guard, typically elaborately decorated and made of iron or leather. — origin Japanese.

turron

• noun [mass noun] a kind of Spanish confectionery resembling nougat, made from almonds and honey. — origin from Spanish turrón.
udon  
• noun [mass noun] (in Japanese cookery) wheat pasta made in thick strips. — origin Japanese.

Umbanda

• noun [mass noun] a Brazilian folk religion combining elements of macumba, Roman Catholicism, and South American Indian practices. — origin Portuguese

umma

• noun the whole community of Muslims bound together by ties of religion. — origin Arabic, literally ‘people, community’.
undine

• noun a female spirit or nymph imagined as inhabiting water. — origin early 19th cent.: from modern Latin undina (a word invented by Paracelsus), from Latin unda ‘a wave’.
varve

• noun Geology a pair of thin layers of clay and silt of contrasting colour and texture which represent the deposit of a single year (summer and winter) in a lake. Such layers can be measured to determine the chronology of glacial sediments.  — derivatives varved adjective.  — origin early 20th cent.; from Swedish varv ‘layer’.

vastation

• noun [mass noun] archaic or literary

1. the purification of someone or something by the destruction of evil qualities or elements; spiritual purgation.

2. devastation.      — origin mid 16th cent.: from Latin vastatio(n-), from vastare ‘lay waste’.
velarium

• noun (pl. velaria) a large awning used in ancient Rome to shelter an amphitheatre from the weather.

• an inner ceiling used to improve acoustics in a theatre.

— origin Latin.

vichyssoise

• noun [mass noun] a soup made with potatoes, leeks, and cream and typically served chilled.  — origin French (feminine) ‘of Vichy’.

vigorish

• noun US informal

1. [in sing.] an excessive rate of interest on a loan, typically one from an illegal moneylender.

2. [mass noun] the percentage deducted from a gambler's winnings by the organizers of a game.

— origin early 20th cent.: probably from Yiddish, from Russian vyigrysh ‘gain, winnings’.

violone

• noun an early form of double bass, especially a large bass viol. — origin Italian, augmentative of viola (see viola).

vomitorium

• noun (pl. vomitoria)

1. each of a series of entrance or exit passages in an ancient Roman amphitheatre or theatre.

2. a place in which, according to popular misconception, the ancient Romans are supposed to have vomited during feasts to make room for more food.

— origin Latin.
Vorticist

• noun a member of a British artistic movement of 1914–15 influenced by cubism and futurism and favouring machine-like forms. — origin from Latin vortex, vortic- ‘eddy’ + -ist. — derivatives: Vorticism noun.

yakuza

• noun (pl. same) (the Yakuza) a powerful Japanese criminal organization.

• a member of the Yakuza; a Japanese gangster or racketeer.

— origin Japanese, from ya ‘eight’ + ku ‘nine’ + za ‘three’, referring to the worst hand in a gambling game.

yandy

• verb (yandies, yandying, yandied) [with obj.] separate (grass seed or a mineral) from the surrounding refuse by shaking it in a special shallow dish.

• noun (pl. yandies) a shallow dish used for separating grass seed or a mineral from the surrounding refuse.

— origin from Yindjibarndi (an Aboriginal language of western Australia).
Yiddishkeit

• noun [mass noun] the quality of being Jewish; the Jewish way of life or its customs and practices. — origin late 19th cent.: from Yiddish yidishkeyt.

zarzuela

• noun

1. a Spanish traditional form of musical comedy.

2. [mass noun] a Spanish dish of various kinds of seafood cooked in a rich sauce.

· origin Spanish, apparently from a place name.

